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AGRICULTURAL CONV ENTION. 


Tlae Annual Meeting of the New-York State 
Agricultural Society and a Convention of the 
friends of Agriculture representing forty Counties 
of the State, were both held in this city on the Ist 
day of February. We should have given some 
acount of their doings some time since, but from 
tu desire that the full official account should first 
appear in Judge Buel’s admirable ‘ Cultivator,’ 
which had a just claim to priority in their publi- 
cation. Now that they have thus appeared in that 
work, we are deterred from giving any very exten- 
sive abstract by the consideration that the Culti- 
vator has itself carried the full and perfect history 
into nearly every town and village in the State— 
we regret that its patronage does not extend to 
every neighborhood and the fire-side of every far- 
mer. We shall make room at this late date for 
only a few of the most valuable facts developed 
before the two bodies. (Jonn P. Beekman, Esq. 
of Columbia Co. was elected President of the So- 
ciety: James R. Lawrence, Esq. of Onondaga, 
President of the Convention.) 

In relation to the production of Sugar from 
Beets, some interesting facts were made known. 
An individual in England has just invented a new 
machine or précess by which twenty per cent. 
more of Sugar can be extracted from a given quan- 
tity of Beets; a company has been formed which 
gives him £100,000, or about five hundred thou- 
sand dollars, for his patent, and the manufacture is 
to be carried on to an unlimited extent in that 
country, where it has been hitherto derided. The 
cost of producing Beet Sugar there is found to 
be about four cents per pound, while in quality it 
is nearly equal to the best produced from the Cane. 
Now, in this country, labor is considerably higher 
than there; but land is much lower, (the yearly 
rent of suitable land there being about thirty dol- 
lars per acre ;) while from the greater intelligence 
and skill of our people, a laborer usually accom- 
plishes much more with»us than in England. 
There is no reason, therefore, why Sugar may not 
be produced from the Beet at five cents per pound, 
and sold in our great commercial marts for six. 
The production will doubtless be undertaken forth- 
with. 

The Committee on Silk failed to report at this 
meeting, owing to the absence of their Chairman 
from the country. We observe, however, that the 
Committee on Horticulture and the Household 
Arts, (Alex. Walsh, of Rensselaer, Chairman,) in 
the midst of an excellent Report, earnestly recom- 
mend the immediate planting of the Mulberry and 
the production of Silk as an ordinary and univer- 
sal female domestic employment, and states un- 
qualifiedly that “the benefits derived from this 





business will be equal, if not superior, to those of 


any other branch connected with Agriculture.” 
We fervently hope this is true, though it contra- 
dicts our own opinion—or rather prepossession on 
the subject. At any rate, we hope the production 
of Silk on a moderate scale will be generally at- 
tempted. It will repay the trifling cost as an in- 
teresting experiment. 

The ravages of the Grain-Worm and the best 
means of preveuting them, received the attention 
of the Society. The remedies proposed were good 
cultivation, giving to the Grain a vigorous and 
rapid growth, with early sowing for winter and late 
for spring crops. It was further stated that a Mr. 
S. W. Jewett, of Weybridge, Vermont, has dis- 
covered a complete preventive, which he has not 
disélosed, but offers to make public for a moderate 
sum. It will doubtless be published, but is said 





to be difficult of application on a large scale and 
in all cases. 

Judge Buel read a most excellent paper ‘* On 
the Necessity and Means of Improving our Hus- 
bandry.”. We hope to be largely indebted to it for 
future sift gestions. The necessity of the improve- 
ment contemplated stares every man in the face 
who ever travels over any portion of our half-fenc- 
ed, half-enriched, half tilled, and thence meagrely 
productive soil. Among the means of renovation 
proposed, Judge B. dwelt with great justice and 
force on the imperative policy of universal atten- 
tion to agricultural periodicals. Only one hun- 
dred thousand copies of all these in the coun- 
try are now circulated, when there should be 
a million. If every farmer but knew all the im- 
provements that others have adopted with profit, 
and could read frequent accounts of the profit de- 
rived from good scientific farming, the poorest 
would be shamed into better habits. The time 
must come when a man will esteem it a disgrace 


to produce but half a crop where he might have | 


had a good one.—Agricultural Class-Books in 
country schools are also recommended. 

The general formation of County Agricultural 
Societies was warmly urged in the Report of the 
proper Committee, and that an annual appropria- 








yet the law says it must be so. No letter weigh- 
ing less than an ounce ought to be charged more 
than two postages; after that, two postages per 
ounce is sufficient. Moderation and equal justice 
should characterize the exactions of governments 
nor less than individuals. 

It has been proposed that newspapers should be 
allowed to circulate within the Counties where 
printed free of Postage. If this can be done 
without subtracting too much from the revenues 
of the Department we heartily recommend it. 
County lines, however, are very arbitrary ; some 
Counties containing two thousand square miles; 
others barely one. Beside, Louisiaria has no 
Counties. ‘The exemption should be within thirty 
or fifty miles of the place of issue. If this caa 
be borne—and Mr. Kendall's judgment will doubt- 
less determine that of Congress—we hope it may 
be speedily effected. 


THE SMALL BILL LAW—PASSED! 

The Assembly of this State on Tuesday RE- 
| CEDED from its non-concurrence in the amend- 
| ments of the Senate to the bill allowing the Banks 
| to issue Small Notes. he effect of this step is 
| to secure the passage of the Suspension and specie- 
| exacting bill passed by the Senate. The reasons 





tion be made from the State Treasury in aid of | for its adoption are briefly and forcibly stated in 


their, operations. A bill framed in accordance 
with the spirit of this suggestion has since been 
reported by Mr. L. F. Allen to the House, and 
we have no doubt that it will become a law. 





POSTAGE. 


The whole country is crying out, or should be, 
for a reduction of the Rates of Postage. It ought 
to be effected at once. 
and can well afford it; the People bitterly need it. 
Mr. Kendall has now a large surplus, which, under 
his existing regulations, absorbs the specie change 
of the community, to the grievous inconvenience 
of every body. A million dollars of coin—often 
small coin—stowed. away in his vaults and safes is 
almost an annual tax of that amount on the public. 
This cannot be borne. All agree that if the Sub- 
Treasury plan is to be engrafted upon our National 
system of Finance (as it now partially is, at least 
in the Post Office Department of the public ser- 


vice) there must be the least possible surplus of | 


Revenue on hand. A surplus to one-fourth the 
amount of 1836 would absorb the currency and 
bankrupt the People. 

Congress must not adjourn until a law reducing 
and equalizing the Rates of Postage shall have 
passed. The existing rates are not only too high, 
but are at once inconvenient and arbitrary. It is 
absurd that a letter travelling one or two hundred 
miles is charged a sum which no American coin or 
coins will exactly pay. The effect of this is to 
keep foreign coin in circulation, often at a rate far 
above its real worth. Trouble in making change 
and in other ways is often experienced from these 
preposterous exactions of 12 1-2 and 18 3-4 cents. 

We propose a reduction and establishment of 
the rates as follows: Under fifty miles 5 cents; 
under 200 miles 10 cents; under 500, 15 cents; 
under 1,000, 20 cents; over 1,000, 24 cents. 
(The present rates, it is well known, are up to 30 
miles 6 cents ; under 80, 10 cents ; under 150, 12 1-2 
cents; under 400, 18 3-4 cents; ever 400, 25 
cents. 

By these rates, a letter sent from New-York to 
Bangor, Maine, is charged just as much as if 
sent to Nachitoches, Jefferson Barracks, or Prairie 
du Chien in the Far West; and so it is even if 
sent to Chautauque County, in the same State 
where mailed! There is no reason in this. Nor 
is there in charging a letter suspected of contain- 
ing three Bank Notes with four postages. And 


The Department is willing | 


the following remarks: 
IN ASSEMBLY, Tvespay, Feb. 27. 

Mr. Taytor called for the consideration of the amend- 
ments of the Senate to the Bill REPEALING THE LAW 
PROHIBITING THE SAFETY FUND BANKS 
FROM ISSUING SMALL BILLS. 

Mr. Tay tor, after moving that the House recede from 
its vote of non-concurrence with the Senate in its umend- 
ments to the bill, and that the House now concur with the 
Senate in such amendments, addressed the House in sub- 
stance as follows: 

REMARKS OF MR. TAYLOR. 

He said he would not utter a syllable it shis motion, un- 
explained, would not be misinterpreted, and expose | iu 
to the charge of capriciously swerving from his known 
| principles. 
| When he came from his constituents to this House, he 
| came instructed and pledged, as {far as a tacit acquiescence 
| with their known wishes could instruct and pledge him, to 
| use all the powers he therein possessed, to eflect a repeal 
| of that odious law prohibiting the circulation of small bills. 
He had followed those instructions to the letter. Ile had 

redeemed that pledge. 
| The issue when we came here was “ repeal or no repeal.”’ 
| —_ that issue we responded promptly--unitedly respond- 
, and upon it I would stand by the people to the death. 
After a lapse of near a month, the Senate returned the bill 
tous; but they had changed the issue. It was no longer 
‘‘repeal or no repeal,” but “ repeal or suspension.”’ Hav- 
ing the choice, we responded again with a like unanimity 
and firmness—“ we will have a repeal, for the people de- 
mand it.” GiWe me the same issue, and I wiil give the 
same docision again. But, said he, the issue was changed 
again by the Senate; they then returned the bill tw us, 
with aa adherence which leaves no alternative but “ sus- 
pension or nothing.” I prefer suspension with the specie 
clause to nothing, and I believe the people prefer it also. 
By thus narrowing down the issue, and by their denial of 
that relief which the people demanded the Senate have 
taken the controversy from us and sent ittothe people ; with 
them they must now make their own settlement. 

Asa member of the committee of conference he said, 
ue yielded, at least, as much as—perhaps more thun—he 
could be justified in yielding: Indeed, the committce 
yielded all but that clause which they belicved; as a measure 
of immediate relief, would have rendered the whole bill a 
moekery of public expectation. But that clause is every 
day losing its importance ; and he was not willing it should 
be a bar to the attainment of so much relief as is promised 
by its authors, for this bill. 

He assented to the longer suspension only that the peo- 
ple might have further time to purge the legislature of those 
who despise their instructions, and baiile their will; he be- 
lieved, however, that a shorter period was enougli to etiect 
this object, and if restriction was to be the policy of the 
State, the sooner that policy was known and settled the 
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better. 
The public voice could not be misunderstood. Why it 
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should be resisted so pertitaciously, by the Senate} he 
would not even guess; but he had despaired of any change 
in the will of that body; they had treated us ‘with positive 
disrespect, in overleaping a well step in the progress of the 
difference, as if they were over-anxious to close up every 
avenue to a compromise, at the earliest possible moment. 
Their refusal to accede to a proposal made to the commit- 
tee, which gave up nearly every thing in dispute, was a con- 
vincing argument, that the Senate would, if they now had 
it in their power, reverse even their own vote for a sus- 
pension. ; 

It now becomes a question whether we shall, by a rigo- 
rous adherence to the very letter of our constituents’ in- 
structions, leave them another year without any relief, or 
by taking what we can get, possibly aid them alittle. He 
believed, that if the question as now presented to us, were 
offered to them, they would take the suspension rather than 
nothing; and he would act accordingly. 

He said the Senate possess the same power as we do; 
and they have the same abstract constitutional right to ex- 
ercise it. They have the power to defeat the wishes of the 

le, or coerce us to re-enact our odious law, as the con- 
Sion upon which they will grant relief. That power they 
have exerted’ by tacking the law which has become an abom- 
ination, on to the one which must be passed. 

I will not, said Mr. T., say that this coercive legislation 
is without precedent ; but I will say that no legislative bo- 
dy can resort to such a trick to carry their ends, and pre- 
serve their own self-respect. But the power is constitu- 
tionally in their hands, and they have seen fit to exercise 
it; and the people must submit. 

“O, it is excellent 
To have a giant’s strength; but it is TYRaANNOUS 
To use it like a giant.” 

Sir, said Mr. T., I protest as well against the re-enact- 
ment of an obnoxious law, as against that arbitrary exer- 
cise of power whick compels me to vove for it, as well 
against my own judgment, as against the known willof the 
people, whose servants we are; and I declare that I do it 
only because it involves no question but expediency, and 
because the people will have an opportnnity to relieve them- 
selves from its oppressive operation by the resistless influ- 
ence of the ballot box, before it can possibly act upon them. 


REMARKS OF MR. SILLIMAN. 

Mr. Srtuim™an said that when this bill was first sent to 
us from the Senate, he expressed his belief that it would 
prove-wtterly unsatisfactory to the people—he gave his rea- 
sons at length for that belief—he believed so still—and 
those who force it upon us, may rely upon it, that they will 
hereafter haveabundant reason to believe so too. 1 shall 
vote for itnow, (said Mr. S.) not because a single objec- 
tion to it has been removed, but because I am compelled to 
do so by the circumstances in which we are placed. If, in 
its operation, it shall give to the people the least relief, it 
will be just so much wrung and extorted from party pow- 
er. We have obeyed the public will—a minority, whose 
concurrence is necessary to carry it into effect, have coolly 
and obstinately refused to do so—and the only question lett 
for us to decide, is, whether the people shall have this mis- 
erable crumb which is thrown to them, or nothing. They 
to whom the harvest belongs are forced to glean. Sir, the 
people must take the paltry pittance now, but they wii! have 
the rest by and by. 

If ever the republican principle was outraged and viola- 
ted itis in this case. Our constituents, with unparalleled 
unanimity, demanded the repeal of the small bill law. 
Their representatives, with promptitude seldom equalled, 
enacted that repeal. Who dreams of doubt as to the pub- 
lic will? Where is the village or hamlet in the State that 
has not sent up its petition for relief? Sir, the minority 
who have voted against that repeal, represesent on this 
floor a population of only 451,000—while*the majority, 
who voted in its favor, represent a population of 1,723,000! 
On what page of their political arithmetic do the gentle- 
iien find that, between these two sums, the balance is 
avainst a repeal? But, sir, we are told that the bill before 
us is the best that we can get—the most that will be conce- 
ded by the Senate. Yes, sir, this is the language. The 
most that can be got? Concessions? ‘This, sir, is new 
language for the people-—it will sound strangely in their 
ears. They have heard and read of such concesions be- 
ing made by arbitrary power to suppliant subjects in Eu- 
rope, but it will be new doctrine to them. They have not 
yet learned to sue for favors or to look upon their represen- 
tatives as their masters. But a different rule is given them 
now. They who have the right to command, are treated 
ss mendicents and must accept as a boon the mere shadow 
of what they claim asa right. Sir, nothing could induce 
me to vote for this bill but the faint hope that it may be 
some small alleviation; that it will prove the forerunner of 
that ample and full relief which the people of this State 
will surely secure for themselves when they act again. 

{ The debate was continued through the day by 
Messrs. F.C. Waite, L. F. Atten, Huvserr, 
Hoarp, Barretto, Mann, Hammonn, Bar- 
NARD,’ Houcey, Sisvey, and others. At8o’clock 
in the evening, the vote was taken, and stood—F or 
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taking ‘the Senate’s bill 92; for still rejecting it 2-—| 
Messrs. Hulbert of Jefferson and Seward of Ge-| 
nesee. So the bill Passep. 


THE BANKS—WHO MADE THEM? 

In the Assembly of this State a few days since, 
Mr. Mann read a statement of the comparative 
amount of Bank capital created by seven Admin- 
istration and seven Opposition States respectively 
within six years, As we had met with that state- 
ment before, but were unable at the moment to 
put our hand upon it, we solicited it of him; and 
we are indebted to his courtesy for the griginal, 
which we find to be cut from the Albany Argus 
(editorial) and undated, but we believe it was 
given to the public about nine months since. Here 
is the statement: 

From the Albany Argus. 

“‘ We have prepared a table from oftlicial sources, which 
shows the Bank capital in 1830 and 1836, in seven States 
where the Legislatures have been generally of a character 
friendly to Gen. Jackson’s Administration. The result is 
as given below: 








1830. 1836. Increase. 
New-York $23,873,000 $37,303,000 $13,430,000 
Maine 2,050,000  —_3,935,0000 1,885,000 
New-Hampshire 1,791,000 2,663,000 72,000 
Virginia 5,571,000 6,511,000 940,000 
North Carolina 3,195,000 2,464,000 decrease. 
Illinois 200,000 478,000 278,000 
Missouri none. none. none. 
Total $36,680,000 $53,354,000 $17,405,000 


“We have also prepared a table from similar sources, 
which shows the Bank capital at the periods before referred 
to, in six States, where the opponents of Gen. Jackson had 
the ascendency in the State Tashan, at the time the 
bank capital given in the table was created: And we have 
added to this table the increase of banking capital in Penn- 
sylvania, during the short reign of Anti-Masonry in that 








State. The result is as follows: 
1830. 1836. Increase. 

Massachusetts $20,420,000 $40,830,000 $20,410,000 
Vermont 432,000 1,125,000 695,000 
Maryland 6,250,000 8,203,000 1,953,060 
South Carolina 4,631,000 7,936,600 3,305,000 
Louisiana 5,665,000 34,065,000 28,400,000 
Kentucky 1,875,000 5,116,000 3,241,000 
$3,9273,000 $97,275,000 $58,002,000 

Add increase of Banks signed by Gov. Ritner, in- 
cluding the U. S. Bauk of Pennsylvauia 40,000,000 
Total increase in 5 years $98,062,000 


“Tt is thus shown that while the State Legislatures triend- 
ly to the administration have added about 174 millions to 
the Banking capital of the country, the Legislatures of an 
equal number of States opposed tothe Administration have 
added NINTY-EIGHT MILLIONS to the Banking capital of 
the Union: And that the State of Massachusetts alone has 
increased its Banking capital f1venty millions of dollars 
since 1830, being more than the increase by the Republican 
Legislatures in the seven States of New-York, Maine, New 
Hampshire, Virginia, North Carolina, Illinois and Missou- 
ri. The latter State, however, has chartered a Bank since 
the returns were made from which the foreguing table was 


compiled.” 

Now of the seven States here set down as Ad- 
ministration, North Carolina, which is said to have 
reduced her Bank capital, authorized a large 1n- 
CREASE at the session of 1836-7—we believe to the 
amount of $2,000,000. Virginia at the same time 
increased her Bank capital, we think to $11,000,000, 
but at any rate to a very large amount. Missouri, 
too, which is put down as eschewing all Banks 
throughout, at the same time chartered a State 
Bank with a capital of $5,000,000. All these ex- 
pansions of the Banking System were made by 
Administration Legislatures—the two last very 
decidedly so. So that, even in these seven picked 
States, the Administration increase is ten or fifteen 
millions greater than is stated by the Argus. Had 
Mississippi and Alabama been taken into the ac- 
count, it would have been swelled to fifty or sixty 
millions. The large increase of Tennessee while 
she remaixed an Administration State ought also 
to have appsared in thelist. We will not presume 
any respectable journal capable of the littleness of 
excluding the additions particularly instanced 
above because they may have been made a month 
or two after the elose of 1836, whenall were made 
by Legislates elected that year, and which assem- 
bled therein or on the very first day of the suc- 
ceeding. The point of difference is plainly this— 
Which of the antagonist parties has created the 
larger amount of Bank capital since the commence- 





ment of the political discussions on this subject? 
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A month sooner or later is nothing in regard to the 
principle; and the Argus could not have intended 
last summer to exclude these large additions on a 
frivilous pretext. They were probably not includ- 
ed in the statements from which the Edittr ex- 
tracted. 

Now let us look a moment at the sever: Opposi- 
tion States which happen to have been selected. 
And here we are struck with the appearance of 
Louisiana in this list. Louisiana!—this State has 
voted three times successively for Andrew Jackson 
and Martin Van Buren—has had Adminisiration 
presiding officers in its Legislative branchen for 
some years at least; and has elected three Adiin- 
istration Senators to Congress respectively—Chas. 
Gayarre, R. C. Nicholas and Alexander Mouten— 
within the last three years, during which this enar- 
mous increase of Banking was mainly authorized. 
How can Louisiana be set down as an Opposition 
State? That she may or may not be such insen- 
timent can be better determined after the coming 
Election; but that her Legislatures have been such 
hitherto is contradicted by repeated votes on test 
questions. Does any man believe that three Op- 
position Legislatures have successively elected 
three Administration Senators? , 

South Carolina is now, as represented in its Le- 
gislature, a Sub-Treasury State, but is very justl 
put down in the Opposition list as of that fait 
hitherto ; Maryland and Kentucky have each had 
Administration Legislatures within the years 
named, but their classification is sti]l a very fair 
one on account of their general character ; though 
we remember distinctly that the creation of the 
State Bank in Kentucky was pressed by the friends 
of the Administration. 

The closing idea of putting on forty millions’ 
addition for Pennsylvania is one pf uncommon 
brilliancy. In the first place, the rechartering of 
the U.S. Bank did not create one dollar of Bank- 
ing capital, any more than our own Suspension 
Law of last spring did; secondly, it was done by 
a Legislature of which the House was strongly 
Opposition but the Senate Administration. Of 
the residue of the forty millions, three and a half 
consist of additions to the Girard (Jackson) Bank, 
urged by the friends of the Administration and 
passed by their votes after it had been vetoed by 
Gov. Ritner. It would be a little too hard to charge 
this upon the Opposition. We ask the reader to 
correct the above tables in accordance with these 
facts, and see how the account stands. 

Of course, we do not adduce these facts to stig- 
matise either party as especially a Bank party. 
Banks have been created by each, and by both 
together, and generally in accordance with the 
wishes and demands of the people. If any 
have been corruptly or unwisely created, the fact 
forms the ground of severe censure on the crea- 
tors, but it has little or nothing to do with politics. 
Our impression is that Massachusetts, Louisiana, 
Alabama and Mississippi have increased their Bank 
capital too much since 1830, but the People and 
the Legislatures of these States are far better qual- 
ified to judge on that point than we are. In re- 
gard to Pennsylvania, it is abundantly notorious 
that her interests have been largely advanced— 
perhaps at the expense of New-York, by her char- 
tering of the mammoth Bank; but it cannot be 
disputed that if the chartering of that Bank (by 
an Administraticn Senate and Opposition House, 
just as there now is in this State) was an addition 
of Banking capital, then the Suspension Law of 
last spring by the Administration party was an ad- 
dition of thirty millions to the Banking capital of 
this State. This, however, is not material to the 
main issue; since the act of Pennsylvania was not 
effected by one party alone, nor is she in any event 
to be ranked as an Opposition State. 


CONGRESS. 

The debate in the Senate on the Sub-Treasury 
Bill has aeen continued by Messrs. Niles and 
Smith of Conn. Clay of Ky. Calhoun, and Brown 
of N.C. Very little has been effected in either 
House; but the spirit of the doings will be glean- 
ed from our extracts. 
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LEGISLATURE. 

Aside from the passage of the Small Bill Law, 
but little has been consummated in either House 
this week. The General Banking Bill of either 
House has been considered in detail, but no deci- 
sive action has yet been had. There is no doubt, 
however, that some law to authorize Banking by 
voluntary associations, under severe general safe- 
guards, will be passed. 

A resolution to inquire into the expediency of 
authorising the Banks to issue a limited amount of 
Post Notes has been adopted by the Assembly: 
Yeas 73; Noes 12, 

COMMON SCHOOL LIBRARIES. 
SENATE—Monpay, Feb. 26. 

The Committee of the whole, Mr. SKINNER in the chair, 
took up the bill to appropriate the income of the United 
States Deposite Fund to the purposes of education and 
the diffusion of knowledge. 

The three first sections of the bill were passed without 
amendment. 

To the 4th section, providing for additional appropria- 
tions to the district libraries, objections were raised by Mr. 
Lacy, who thought the appropriations would benefit no one 
but the booksellers. The leaves of the books were to be 
found scattered along the highways, instead of where they 


ht to be. 5 
Rte. Loomis entertained similar views; butto give time 
to consider the matter further, moved that the committee 
rise and report. 

Mr. Youn hoped that before doing so, the committce 
Would at this time consider the sectiona little further. He 
differed from the a who preceded him, and believed 
the system of School Libraries to be a good one--and 
thought the moncy thus appropriated to be well laid out. 
He also re e rod to the exce>dingcheap ratesat which books 
for these libraries could be affurded, if properselections were 
made, so that a large number could be struck off. He also 
referred to the large printing establishment in this city, at 
which such books could be printed at a cheap rate, &c. No 
one, he said, could know or calculate the benefit which 
might arise from these libraries, and he hoped theadditional 
appropriations would be made. He was of opinion that no 
money could be laid out which would be productive of greater 
benefits to mankind 

Mr.H. A. Livineston said he was friendly to the bill; 
but as he observed,that a certain portion of the fund was 
to be appropriated to certain literary institutions, which 
were named, he wished an inquiry to be instituted, whether 
other institutions might not be added—and instanced the 
Poughkeepsie’Collegiate Schoo] as one highly worthy of 
moderate aid. Ie then moved that the committee rise and 
report, that he might hereafter present a memorial from 
the said school. 

Mr. Verpianck, before taking the question, begged 
leave to say a few words. Mr. V. then briefly pointed out 
the great benefits which would arise from the system. He 
also wished the Senate to bear in mind that the section did 
not make it obligatory on the district to raise the money. 
It was left discretionary; and the people could decide 
for themselves whether these libraries were or were not 
useful. 

After some further remarks by Messrs. J. P. Jones, 
Epwarps, Verriancx, and H. A. Livineston, the com- 
mittee rose and reported, without taking the question upon 
the section; and the Senate adjourned. 


The Auction Bill introduced in the Assembly by 
Mr. Willis Hall has passed the Senate, and receiv- 
ed the Signature of the Governor. Hereafter, 
then, the appointment of Auctioneers is a nullity, 
and every citizen may engage in the selling of 

oods by Auction on giving the requisite security 
or the payment of ths Auction duties to the State. 
This is one great step toward the entire emancipa- 
tion of trade and business from political contral, 
which we trust will step by step be consummated! 


CONGRESS. 
REMOVAL OF EXECUTIVE OFFICERS. 
Hovse,—Fesrvary 19, 1838. 

Mr. Patton submitted the following resolutions : 

1. Resolved, That the power of removing executive of- 
ficers is vested in the President of the United States. 

2. Resolved, That this power was conferred to enable 
the Executive “‘ to take care that the laws are faithfully ex- 
ecuted,” and cannot be exercised arbitrarily or capricious- 
ly, without an abuse of power, tyrannical in its operation, 
corrupting in its tendency, and converting a remedy for un- 
worthiness and misconduct into a terrible engine of execu- 
tive power. 

3. Resolved, That the patronage of the executive de- 
partment has increased to an alarming extent, and ought 
to be restricted and diminished so far as is compatible with 







4. Resolved, Thatit is the right of the Representatives 





& safe and faithful execution of the laws. 
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of the people to examine into all abuses and usurpations 
which may be apprehended to exist in any of the executive 
departments, in order that they may be corrected and pre- 
vented, if possible, by legislation; and in flagrant and wan- 
ton cases, exposed and punished. 

5. Resolved, That the power of appointment and remo- 
val from office, vested in the Executive, may be greatly 
abused, and its exercise ought, therefore, to be watched 
and strictly guarded, so as, if possible, “to prevent the 
power and patronage of the executive from being brought 
into conflict with the freedom and purity of elections.” 

6. Resolved, That the Representatives of the people in 
this House have a right to inquire into the causes for which 
any Executive officer has been dismissed from the office by 
the Executive. 

7. Resolved, That, in prosecuting such inquiry, the 
House of Representatives has a right to call for, and have 
furnished to it all official documents, papers and letters re- 
lating to the removal of such officer, which may be on the 
file among the records of any of the executive departments. 

8. Resolved, That a select committee of members 
be appointed, whose duty it shall be to inquire whether any 
“honest, capable, and faithful’ officers have been dis- 
missed froin office, not on grounds of error, negligence, in- 
cupacity, misconduct or unfitness; and also to consider 
and report whether any, and what restrictions can be impo- 
sed by law upon executive patronage, so as more effectual- 
ly to guard against abuse and corruption in the exercise of 
the power of removal from, and appointment to office. 

Read, and debate arising thereon, laid upon the table, 
under the rule. 

KSWe do not prefer to comment at this time on the 
above resolutions. We may say, however, that it seems a 
little singular that Mr. Patton,—who has been an Adminis- 
tration Member of Congress for the last ten years—should 
never have thought of any of this before. 
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POLITICS OF THE DAY. 

Connecticut.—The supporters of the National Admin- 
istration in Connecticut, met in Convention on Friday of 
last week and nominated the following State ticket. 

For Governor—Srtu P. Berrs, Litchfield Co. Lieut. 
Governor—Joun Stewart, Middlesex Co. Treasurer 
—JeremMisH Brown, Hartford Co. Secretary—Japez 
L. Wuire, Tolland Co. Comptroller—Wit.iam Frevp, 
Tolland Co. 

There are now three tickets under full sail in this State, 
—Administration, Opposition and Conservative. The re- 
sult can hardly be considered doubtful. Election comes in 
April. 

Matne.—The Legislature of this State is politically di- 
vided as follows: Senate—15 Administration, 10 Oppo- 
sition; House—85 Administration, 99 Opposition. Three 
Conservatives are included in the Administration list. The 
Governor, Secretary of State, Treasurer, and Council are 
of the Opposition. 

Marytanp.—The Opposition Members of the Legisla- 
ture of this State (who form about two-thirds of the whole 
number) assembled on the 19th at Annapolis, and declar- 
ed—1. That Henry C ay is the first choice of that State 
for President; 2. That a Whig National Convention ought 
to be held, and that the Whigs of Maryland will cordially 
support whoever may be nominated ; 3. That the Opposi- 
tion Members of Congress should designate the time when 
such Convention may best be held. 

Kentucky.—A bill has passed the Senatorial branch of 
the Legislature of Kentucky, and it is thought will also 
pass the House, reducing the liabilities of the Banks for 
not paying specie, when demands are made upon them, to 
six per cent, and authorizing them to issue small bills and 
post notes, the small bills notto be of a less denomination 
than one dollar. The Jaw is to continue in force one year 
after the resumption of specie payments. The measure 
is said to have been rendered necessary to protect the banks 
from the shaving operations of certain corporations in Ohio 
and afew of the citizens of Kentucky, who had made de- 
mands of specie with a view of exacting damages to the 
tune of twelve per cent. 

The bill granting banking privileges to the “‘ Charleston, 
Louisville and Cincinnati Rail Road,” was rejected in the 
Honse by a vote of 40 to 52. 

Hon. Geo. Wolf, late governor of Pennsylvania, and 
since a Treasury officer at Washington, has been appointed 
Collector of the Port of Philadelphia, vice J. N. Darker, 
who is created First Comptroller of the Treasury at Wash- 
ington. Several minor changes have been made in the 
Philadelphia Custom-House. 

Lumbermen’s Bank.—The Warren (Pa.) Bulletin, con- 
tains a Card from Mr. Shepard, late Cashier of the Lum- 
bermen’s Bank, in which he remarks—*‘I have no hesita- 
tion in saying itis my deliberate opinion, that its issues 
will eventually be absorbed by debts due the Institution, 
and otherwise redeemed. And that under judicious man- 
agement the stockholders may be fully reimbursed.” 
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EL AT WASHINGTON. 
WasuineoTon, Feb. 24, 1838. 

Mr. Cittsy of Maine, was challenged a few days ago, 
by Colonel Webb, Editor of the New York Courier, on ac 
count of some words used by Mr. Cilley on the Corporation 
case. Mr. Cilley refused the challenge on the ground that 
Mr. Webb was not a gentleman. Mr. Graves of Kentucky, 
a very amiable and worthy man, was induced it seems, to 
bear Colonel Webb’s challenge to Mr. Cilley. 

Last night as I learn, Mr. Graves, as the friend of Col. 
Webb, assumed the responsibility of his principal, and chal- 
lenged Mr. Cilley. Mr. Cilley asapend it, chose the rifle 
as the weapon, and fixed upon 11 o'clock this morning as 
the time of meeting. 

With such secrecy and promptitude were the movements 
made, that no one knew of the affair till the parties had 
gone out. Mr. Clay and Mr. Crittenden sarted in pursuit, 
determined to arrest the proceeding. 

Unfortunately, they could not find the place. The Mar- 
shall of the District made the same attempt with a war- 
rant, but the pursuit wes baffled. 

Mr. Cilley was accompanied by Messrs. Bynum, Jones 
of Wisconsin, Col. Humphrey of the Dragoons, and Dr. 
Duncan of Ohio, as surgeon. 

Mr. Graves was attended by Messrs. Wise, Menifee and 
Calhoun of Ky. They fought at fifty yards. It was ex- 
ceedingly cold, and the wind blew almost a tempest. Three 
times they were suffered to fire, and three times the fire was 
entirely ineffectual. 

The seconds of Mr. Cilley here interposed firmly and 
resolutely, as I am told, and demanded of Mr. Graves and 
his party a withdrawal of the challenge, insisting that there 
was no quarrel and no animosity between the principals, 
and that both of them had shown themselves, by their cou- 
rage and conduct, to be gentlemen. 

But the other party insisted, as the only terms of ac- 
commodation, that Mr. Cilley should concede that Col. 
Webb is a gentleman. He said he could not do that; the 
fourth fire took place, and Mr. Cilley fell a bleeding victim 
into the arms of Col. Shumburg. He was shot through 
the lower part of the abdomen and died instantly. 

His corpse was brought into the city at five o'clock this 
evening, and carried to hig: lodgings in Third Street. I 
need not say that the deepest sensation pervades the city. 


FATAL DU 


Internal Improvement Meeting.—A Meeting was held 
at the Farmers’ Exchange, on the 6th inst., to take into 
consideration the Internal Improvements in which this sec- 
tion of the State are interested: Hon. John Collins was 
chosen President, Ezekiel Taylor and Laurens Hull, jr. 
Vice Presidents; J. B. Welch and C. Wilson, Esquires, 
appointed Secretaries. 

Gen. Elias Hull, Col. Lewis Storke, J. B. Cooley, Esq., 
Charles Davenport and Gen. Micah Brooks were appoint- 
ed a Committee to draft resolutions, &c. 

The proceedings were confined to the subject of the New 
York and Erie Rail Road, the Genesee Valley Canal and 
the Improvement of the Allegany River by the General 
Government. 

In the opinion of the meeting, the New-York and Erie 
Rail-Road stands first in rank of the unfinished improve- 
ments in this State, and that the inhabitants on its route 
have a superior claim to the patronage of the Legis- 
lature. 

They deprecate the tardiness with which the work on 
the Genesee Valley Canal is prosecuted, and censure the 
Canal Commissioners fer remissness of duty in not prose- 
cuting more rapidly this improvement. 

[ Angelica Republican. 

Common Schools of New York:—The Superintendent 
of Common Schools in this State, reported to the Legisla- 
ture the number of school districts, children taught, and 
the amount of money expended. Returns were received 
from 864 towns, containing 10,345 school districts. The 
amount of public money paid, was $335,874, besides the 
sum of $436,346 paid by the districts, making a total of 
$772,241. The whole number of pupils is 525,188. The 
whole number of children residing in these districts is 536, 
882. The proportion of children taught, to the number 
residing, is as 41 to 42. 

Geology of Ohio.—The very elaborate and scientific 
report of the State Geologists of Ohio, Professor Mather 
(of New York,) Drs. Kirkland, Locke, &c. states that their 
attention has as yet been confined to the south-eastern and 
southern parts of the State. Jackson County particularly 
abounds in mineral wealth. The coal region is incredibly 
rich, yielding nine millions of tons (!!) says the Chilicothe 
Gazette, to the square mile. The eastern part of the coun- 
ty abounds in iron ore. Zinc and lead have also been found 
there and in other countics ; salt is also abundant. The 
“ Waverly Sandstone” for building, is one of the valuable 
mineral products of this State. oss County is eminently 
fertile but not mineral. Professor Mather recommends an 
increase of the corps, in w! ‘at the appropriaticr 
needed this year will have to creased to $16,000. 
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DEBATE ON SMALL BILLS. 


IN ASSEMBLY—Tuurspay, Feb. 8. 
ON CONCURRING IN THE SENATE’S AMENDMENTS. 
[Concluded.]} 
REMARKS OF MR. L. F. ALLEN. 

Mr. L. F. Atven, of Erie, observed that he had no in- 
tention to delay the prompt action of the House upon a 
bill so important to the people of this State, as he conceived 
this tobe. Yet he could not in justice, either to himself, or 
to the suffering community whom he had the honor, in part 
to represent, permit the injury which had been inflicted 
upon the bill passed some weeks since with great unanimi- 
ty through this House, by a co-ordinate branch of this Le- 
gislature to escape without a word or two of comment. 

This House of Assembly, Mr. Speaker, enacted in com- 
pliance, as I truly believe, with the will of the people, an 
unqualitied repeal of the small billlaw. The law of 1835, 
so tar as my own observation has extended, from its first 
inception, has signally failed of conferring the bene- 
fits which its friends had claimed forit. Although protect- 
ed by heavy legal penalties, they stood upon your statute 
book a dead letter ; and in every commercial part of your 
ti rritory the small bills of the neighboring States formed 
the circulating medium of.the small trading classes, the 
mechanics and farmers of the country; and this, after a 
fair and protracted trial, instead of proving the better 
currency so confidently promised by our rulers, has be- 
come by the disasters of the times, oppressive, vexatious, 
and intolerable. 

What is now the true state of our currency in this re- 
spect? The depreciated small notes of neighboring States 
are forced into circulation upon our borders. By the course 
of business operations they find their way into the interior, 
solely for the want of a small circulating medium of our 
own; and, far from the point of their redemption, if in 
fact there be any place at which they are redeemed at all, 
they become depreciated in value, if not absolutely broken 
in credit ; and a loss of from five to twenty-five, or fifty 
per cent. is sustained by our community, In no part of 
your widely extended State is the loss and inconvenience of 
such a currency felt more than at the West. Bordering, 
as that country does, the great Western lakes, and inti- 
mately connected in its business relations with Canada and 
several of the States beyond, the people of that region are 
more immediately the sufferers by the existence of the law 
as it now stands, than most others. They, in truth, both 
need and demand a better currency; and he, (Mr. A) was 
well assured that a worse than now existed could hardly 
be found. ; 

Now, sir, in what position do we stand regarding this 
matter.. This House of Assembly passed at a very early 
day of its session, a repeal of this law—a clean, simple, 
unsophisticated repea/—a proposition that every body un- 
derstood, We sent the bill to the Senate, confident that 
in obedicnes to the public will, and their own proper judg- 
ment, they would respond to our action withoutdelay. And 
what isthe result?) A co-operation with us to relieve the 
State from a worthless and unavailable currency, and re- 
place it with the notes of our own banks? No, sir. Asif 
in mockery of the distresses which an infatuated govern- 
ment has heaped upon us, and in total defiance of the pub- 
lic voice, after a delay of three weeks, they have totally 
stricken out our bill, and inserted a chimera of their own, 
tally nugatory in its provisions, and one under which, not 
bank in the State would, in present circumstances, issue 
Yar. We want something tangible, useful, and fitted 
w the exigences of the times. Is this so? No such 
hing, sir: and I again repeat, the people will give us no 
thanks for concurring in amendments so absurd us these 
s2nt to ua fromthe Scnate. 

Gentlemen on the other side of the House tell us that 
they have given us in this, all that the public demand, that 
this measure will accomplish all needful purpose, and that 
under this law, our banks will issue small netes to the 
community. Mr. Speaker, they know better, else they must 
be poor judges of the times, and of the business interests 
of our community. This bill of theirs, sir, is a suspension 
for one and two years, under a specie redemption, which 
ion those who have passed it should know cannot be 
d into effect; and therefore the bill is worthless. In 
relation, sir, to my constituents, I believe nineteen-twenti- 
eths of them are in favor of a total repeal of the law. 
They knew no party distinction on this subject. It is a 
matier of stern necessity with them ; and so far as my own 
gut can decide, the law prohibiting the circulation of 
sinail notes was always odious. Tt was never observed to 
any extent any where. And still, in defiance of all this ex- 
peresce, here is a bill sent in for our concurrence, re-en- 
actine the same odicus provisions, when the body enacting 
it ell 2 ew the public would entirely disregard it. Woy, 
s.r, 7.ake laws with a positive knowledge that they will be 
be altogct'ier disregarded and broken? 

It has been charged, and most truly too, by gentlemen on 
one side of the House, that this bill has been sent before 
us in compliance with ordprs from Washington. The geu.- 
tleman from Jefferson (Mr. Wardwell) denies this charge, 
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because he never heard of such orders. I do not suppose 
he did, sir. That gentleman is, I hope, far too honest to 
be the channel of such edicts from that quarter, and may 
well be innocent of any such knowledge. But the finger 
of the “ Sub-Treasury” is too palpable in this matter to be 
mistaken; and as such, the people and their representatives 
on this floor, will reject it. 

The same gentleman argues, that the bill should be ac- 
ceptable to us, because it grants a suspension of the exist- 
ing law; and because also, the Conservative party in the 
city of New-York, who, he asserts, are our political friends, 
recommended such asuspension. I beg, sir, that the gen- 
tleman will not introduce us inte too close an intimacy 
with that Conservative party, until we better understand 
their politics. They, sir, according to their own profes- 
sion, are “the Democratic Republican party,” old fashion: 
We have had a specimen quite recently of the Democratic 
legislation of gentlemen claiming to be Conservatives, upon 
this very bill before us. I grant you, sir, they are speci- 
ous, and exceedingly well spoken; they talk charmingly 
well—they denounce with becoming indignation the odious 
loco-foco doctrines of the party in power—they are indeed 
most valiant in their threats and castigations. But their 
votes—where are they? Why, sir, after all their vain-glo- 
rious boasting, we find them—hand and glove with their 
enemy. There, sir, they stand, a most reliable set of gen- 
tlemen: registered in opposition, as they well know, and as 
they privately declare, to the will of the people! So much 
for your conservatives, sir, so far as this Legislature is con- 
cerned. 

I have other reasons, Mr. Speaker, against concurring 
with the Senate in their amendments to this bill. J am 
opposed to any acknowledgment whatever, of the proprie- 
ty of returning to the operation of the law prohibiting the 
circulation of small bills. The conveniences of trade, the 
necessities of the people, and the exigencies of the times de- 
mand its full repeal. We, sir, are very much a commer- 
cial people—more so as a State than almost any other. 
Look at the vast communities of our cities, towns and vil- 
lages scattered along our navigable waters from New-York 
to Buffalo, and the great lateral thoroughfares of our 
State; and witness the immense traffic in a small way, in 
suins of less than five dollars among our small traders, 
and laborers in the every-day business of life, and then 
judge whether small bills are not demanded by our people. 
The legitimate trade, where small notes under the denomi- 
nation of five dollars are circulated, is greater than that in 
which bank notes are used of a larger denomination; for 
in most of the larger operations of business, drafts, checks, 
and notes of hand are exchanged in payment. And for 
these purposes we must have a circulating medium. If you 
fail to furnish one of domestic origin, the people will have 
it of a foreign and depreciated character. A forced cireu- 
lation of specie is entirely out of the question; and even if 
a considerable portion of the precious metals were in use, 
so long as a currency either of paper or otherwise existed, 
so long would such currency retain its circulation over the 
others. 

We, sir, have lived for the last three years under a theo- 
retic currency altogether. Nothing practical in it what- 
ever. General Jackson has taught the people that nothing 
but gold and silver was money; that bank rags were worth- 
less; and by the aid of party demagogues, and cabinet de- 
nunciations, the people, to a great extent, had been led 
to believe it. Hence the specie of your country has 
disappeared, and although by forced importations of coin 
and bullion from abroad in payment for indemnities 
and government dues, the current amount was raised to 
eighty millions, yet thirty cannot be found in all your bank- 
ing institutions. And where is this immense balance? In 
circulation among the people? No, sir: those who had 
money to lay up, instead of receiving current notes as for- 
merly and letting their money at interest, true in their obedi- 
ence to such high authority have hoarded it from use altogeth- 
er. Itis snugly stowed away in musty chests and strong 
boxes, by the misers of our country, never again to see the 
light, unless to purchase an estate at half price, or until the 
business of the country shall no longer demand its presence. 
So long, sir, as specie is worth five, or even three per cent. 
premium, it will form no part of your circulating medium, 
but remain either cemdel in your banks, or in the strong 
1 oxes of the penurious, or be sold and purchased as an 
article of merchandize by the brokers. 

The authors of this mischief, Mr. Speaker, have to bear 
upon their heads a heavy accountability. The late Presi- 
dent of the United States, for sinister and private personal 
objects, as I believe, attacked and determined to destroy 
the United States Bank. To compass this object, the peo- 
ple must be abused and defrauded into a total distrust of 
the soundness of every thing like paper money. Your pub- 
lic monies were removed from their proper place of custo- 
dy, and a better currency promised us. In accordance 
with the orders of the Executive, the public money were 
loaned to an extravagant amount to speculators, in con- 
nexion with many of the officers of goverment. As was 
predicted by wise and prudent statesmen, your currency 
became deranged. Experiment followed experiment. The 





people took the government at its word, and believed that 
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gold and silver was the only better currency. Your ex- 
changes, both foreign and domestic, became more and 
more disordered and deranged, and the appalling spectacle, 
for the first time in the history of our country, was final- 
ly presented, of the utter bankruptcy of your government, 
and the whole moneyed institutions of the country, ina 
state of profound peace, universal prosperity, and with an 
overtlowing public treasury. 

And this, sir, is the result of the great financial experi- 
ments of the day; the utter prostration of trade and con- 
fidence, and the ruin of half the business men of the coun- 
try. Thus we stand. But it may be asked, what have 
small bills to do with all this matter? Why, sir, this is a 
part of the grand experiment! It was the driving out of 
circulation the small bills of our domestic banks that has 
made so complete and signal, the operations of the experi- 
ments in our devoted State. While the people had these, 
they had an available, a convenient and safe currency. Of 
this they were robbed, with the mockery that their place 
was to be supplied with gold and silver! Did it prove so? 
The small bills were withdrawn by the banks, not to be 
re-issued ; but of the silver and the gold, so lavishly pro- 
mised in their place, the depreciated small notes of other 
and distant banks followed instead. And now, as if the 
measure of our suffering was not yet full, even these poor sub- 
stitutes have been driven by their suspected bankruptcy, 
almost from among us, and we are left with scarce a car- 
rency at all. 

With the suspension of specie payments by your banke, 
has followed a curtailment in their discounts, and a with- 
drawal of their funds from .the community to an extent 
unparalleled in the business transactions of the country. 
Your banks, to meet the requirements of resuming specie 
payments, have wrung from their debtors the last shilling 
they can exact, until half your merchants and manufactw- 
rers are bankrupt. I had occasion, sir, not long since, to 
pass a few days in the city of New-York. I have known 
somewhat of that city—of its vast business—its extended 
interests. I have known in their prosperity many of its 
prominent merchants and financiers. I saw them recent- 
ly—but in their prosperity no longer. Dismayed, dis- 
heartened, and in agony, they look upon the vast ruin 
spread around them, and know not what to do. Their 
great city, prostrate and despairing; its giant energies daily 
falling away, looks to our legislature for relief, and under 
the sinking calamities of the times, cries out in the deep 
agony of her distress. And where, let me ask, is their 
prospect of relief? It has been declared on this floor, that 
within three months specie payments will be resumed, and 
the commercial distress must then be relieved. Do the 
times look like it? Does the present distrust, alarm, and 
and entire want of confidence of every man in his neigh- 
bor, and of every moneyed institution towards the others in- 
dicate it? Your general government, like a giant Ish- 
maelite, with uplifted hand against every bank in the na- 
tion, discredits them altogether, and demunds gold and 
silver for all its dues. ‘A currency of specic!” is the 
universal party cry: and the relentless command to “ pay 
your debts !”’ is echoed, by authority, from one end of the 
Union to the other. Does this, sir, look like a return of 
confidence among the people?) Where, I again ask, is the 
specie which is to furnish this boasted currency? Is it the 
the State of New-York? Why, sir, this State does not 
possess sufficient to furaish the trading currency of Alba- 
ny alone. Yet in the face of all these appalling facts, gen- 
tlemen amuse themselves with the thought, and tellus that 
on the fifteenth day of next May, the banks of this State, 
as if by some heaven-directed charm, are to open their 
vaults, their notes are to be redeemed in specie, confidence 
return, and the times go smoothly on as ever. Do gentle- 
men believe this? Where are the means of the banks to 
meet their twelve millions of circulation, as many of de- 
posites, and six millions of State loan and canal fund, with 
a paltry three millions of specie, and twice the amount of 
their capital loaned to your trading community, who 
cannot now, nor ever pay it, unless relief be given 
them? Are they prepared for this general scene of ruin, 
and the utter annihilation of our prosperity! Sir, the 
banks of our neighboring States HAVE NOT consented to 
resume specie payments at that time. They will consult 
their own ability and the circumstances of the country, on 
a step so momentous. Let our own State goon. Adopt 
no measures of relief. Let your banking institutions, as 
they must and will do, without some change, come forward 
and offer up their then useless charters to your legislature ; 
and where—where is the grandeur and glory of your State of 
New-York,—her mighty commercial city—her Erie and 
Champlain canals, so long her pride and boast—and ker 
long lines of rail-roads—your credit—your commerce—your 
canal fund—your people? Aye, and echo wil! mock you, 
and answer, where? But I forbear to pursue the 
horrid picture. Sufficient for the day is the cvil 
thereof. 

Mr. Speaker, the result of this war by the government, 
and the party connected with it, upon the currency 
of your country, has resulted far different from their ex- 

ectations. The Bank of the United States which they, 
y aid of party clamor, thought to drive out of existence, 








dr 
07 
ape 
State of F 
her benefi 
branches 
stands er 
the result 
a great p 
own State 
vantages 
her rail-r 
while tho 
changes « 
large co! 
and New 
tacle, of 
their enti 
their strc 
And tl 
voted Sti 
true to h 
the misfc 
and wide 
been che 
in the sti 
boldly u 
It has 
western 
ven with 
le. 
Pie loo! 
lage; ye 
until it | 
The sin, 
from he 
The few 
creased 
stretche 
Sir, I hi 
call my: 
atricken 
busines: 
porium 
great cc 
grown 1 
to shou 
resource 
hardshi 
honest] 
results 
quanlin 
hold 1 
heart s 
Heaver 
And 
ing tot 
before : 
instead 
mand, 
interes 
ter Sta 
salutar 
sixty ¢ 
ed! 1 
all dep 
of our 
its wo! 
mighty 
will ag 
the cor 
ness w 
let thi 
honest 
his in 
would 
and st 
ket me 
much 
upon | 
by wi 
ness ¢ 
surely 
might 


Mr 
purpe 
with 
city i 
and 1 
Hoar 
olati: 
upon 
Bur, 
calan 
war > 
curre 


they 


ax- 
le, 
al- 
nt, 
na 


ce 
o? 


er 
he 
b- 


re 


6, 


ee 


— i ae Bed 


— a 








™~ 








LEGISLATIVE PROCEEDINGS. 


they drove—into the city of Philadelphia—and there it 
stands, an independent State institution. Protected by the 
State of Pennsyivania, and wielding its master energies for 
her benefit and that of her citizens, fortified by numerous 
branches and agencies in the other States, the monster now 
stands erect, with greater power than ever. And what is 
the result? Philadelphia has won from us by its liberal aid, 
a great portion of the immense western trade, which our 
own State, by a wise administration of its resources and ad- 
vantages should always have controlled. Her canals and 
her rail-roads have increased enormously in their revenues, 
while those of our own have diminished. The great ex- 
changes of the country which have usually been made in our 
large commercial city, are transferred to Philadelphia ; 
and New-York beholds the mortifying and degrading spec- 
tacle, of her own once proud merchants, either renouncing 
their entire busines, and fortunes to that city, or suing in 
their strong necessities to Nicholas Biddle for relief. 

And these wrongs, sir, have been inflicted upon our de- 
voted State by those who have sworn to protect and to be 
true to her interests—b y her own agents in power. In all 
the misfortunes of the times, New-York, with her great 
and widely extended interests foremost in the conflict, has 
been cheated—plundered—pigeoned of her strength; and 
in the strong places of authority she has had none to stand 
boldly up, and advocate and maintain her rights! 

It has been my lot, sir, for many years, to reside in the 
western part of this State—a road land, favored by Hea- 
ven with 2 fertile soil, and a most enterprising, energetic 
people. The city which I have the honor to represent op 
this floor, was, when I first knew it, but a scattered vil- 
lage; yet I have witnessed it wax prosperously forward, 
until it has become the third commercial city of your State. 
The single steamboat and the few vessels which then sailed 
from her port, have increased in number to many hundreds. 
The few thousands in amount of her commerce, have in- 
creased to millions, and the broad arms of her trade have 
stretched far and wide for thousands of miles beyond her. 
Sir, I have witnessed all this prosperity, and felt proud to 
call myself one of her citizens. But she, too, has heen 
atricken in her might. Her commerce is crippled; her 
business paralyzed ; and the energies of the western em- 
porium of your State, share alike the fortunes of your 
great commercial city. With the people of the west | have 
gcown up and long associated. I have seen them shoulder 
to shoulder march steadily onward, developing the vast 
resources of their country, breasting the difficulties and the 
hardships of the day; and finally, as the reward of their 
honest labors, enjoying both in prospect and reality, the rich 
results they had so much contributed to advance. But 
quailing under the universal distresses around, when I be- 
hold many of them haggard—forlorn—despairing, my 
heart sinks within me at the ruin it has witnessed. 
Heaven only knows when all this is to end. 

And here are we; the Legislature of New-York, refus- 
ing toher people even the simple measure of relief now 
before us. It is my humble opinion, Mr. Speaker, that if, 
instead of refusing to extend to the people their just de- 
mand,s our legislature would, for once, be true to the whole 
interests of the State; build up and sustain, as do our sis- 
ter States, our own great interests and institutions ; a most 
salutary relief could be given to our people within the next 
sixty days. Thank God, our resources have not yet fail- 
ed! The enterprise and the industry of our people is not 
all departed. It only slumbers; and the vigorous action 
of our own government would soon wake it into life, with 
its wonted activity. Do it—and your empire State, with its 
mighty energies—its great resources—its vast commerce, 
will again pass on rejoicing. Confidence will lighten up 
the countenances of your now unhappy people, and happi- 
ness will pervade the hearts of the whole community. But 
let this legislature deny to them their just demands, their 
honest rights, and who of those so doing, will dare meet 
his injured, his enraged constituents? For one, sir, I 
would not venture home to them, until I had made the lust 
and strongest effort to retrieve their fallen fortunes: and 
let me say to those around me, but few, I fear, would have 
much beyond a home to goto. I beg gentlement to reflect 
upon the course they pursue. Let the day of relief pass 
by without giving it. Let the utter disruption of our busi- 
ness come upon us, as without some effort to arrest it, it 
surely must, and we may too soon witness tho rule of 
might and possession, the strongest law of our land. 


REMARKS OF MR. HUDSON. 

Mr. Hupson of Ontario said it pleased God, in the wise 
purposes of his providence, recently to visit Mew-York 
with the greatest calamity by five, which has befallen any 
city in the world since the conflagration of London in 1666 ; 
and now we are told by the gentleman from Jefferson, (Mr. 
Hoard,) who has just taken his seat, that the ruin and des- 
lation now pressing not only upon that devoted city, but 
upon the whole State, are traceable mainly to that cause. 
But, sir, let me tell the gentleman that the effects of that 
calamity bear no comparison with the consequences of that 
war which the general administration has waged agains* the 
currency of our country. That series of experiments which 
they have perpetrated upon the community has seared and 





scorched the people throughout the whole land more signal- 
ly and more fatally than did that terrible conflagration the 
inhabitants of that fated city. The people now feel those 
experiments cutting them in their flesh to the very bone, in 
all their accustomed pursuits—those experiments under 
which the commercial credit and currency of our country | 
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most accomplished financier ; and he soon became smitten 
with a passion to distinguish his reign by some bold stroke 
of reform, which would, to use his own words, “‘ cause un- 
born millions hereafter to rise up and bless the name of An- 
drew Jackson,” He, therefore, with an insane valor never 
surpassed, and equalled only by that which distinguished 


have been crushed to the ground where they now lie, bleed- | the far famed Knight of La Mancha when he attaeked a 


ing in dust and ashes. 

In this state of suffering the people have called on us for 
relief. They have imposed on us an imperative duty, and 
I for one will discharge it. It is the voice of the people 
and I will obey it. Their petitions call on me to say, as 
far as my vote may go, that these cursed experiments shall 
now have an end. 

Sir, we have been told by the gentleman from Herkimer 
(Mr. Mann) that “ there is a class of politicians whose set- 
tled policy and favorite sentiment is, that the people are ca- 
pable of being cheaved into the belief that they are incapa- 
ble of self-government.”’ Now it may be, and I will cheer- 
fully admit that the gentleman believes in the truth of what 
he said. 

But, sir, I tell the gentleman that it is a foul and base 


calumny, fabricated when he was a little boy, by a ‘certain | 


class of politicians,” and by them applied to a certain oth- 
er class of politicians for the express purpose of cheating 
the people. 

Mr. Many. 
ander Hamilion. 

Mr. Hupsow said the gentleman's reference may be cor- 
rect. Ll cannot say whether it is or not, but such have 
been, and probably now are the opinions of the Chief Jus- 
tice of the Supreme Court of the Tnited States and several 
other modern Democrats who have bern recently “ dyed in 
the wool.” 

Sir, those who would deny the petitions of the peuple 
have attempted to debate this subject as if the application 
had come from the Banks for legislative favor and indul- 
gence. For ene } can assure them that I have nothing to 
say about the banks. Since taking my seat in this House 
1 have made no reference to the banks; and in the discus- 
sion of this subject I intend not to make any allusion to 
banks, exce}t to assure the gentlemen that I have never 
been a stockholder in any bank in the State; that I am not 
abankite; that 1 never assisted in obtaining a bank char- 
ter; that I was never a bauk director nor a bank attorney ; 
that 1 never swindled the subscribers for bank stock by di- 
viding it as “ spoils,” among a part of the subscribers un- 
der pretence of distributing it ainong the whole of them; 
and finally, that I never speculated upon banks and bank 
stocks as long as it was a profitable business, and then be- 
trayed and attempted to strangle my own progeny. 

But, sir, although the minority in this House seem to 
har.1onize most admirably in opposing the demands of the 
people in this matter, they are nevertheless not quite so 
well agreed in their reasons for that opposition. the gen- 
tleman from Jefferson (Mr. Hulbert) maintains that neither 
the bill passed by this House nor the one returned to us 
from the Senate, ought to pass. He would do nothing about 
it; he would leave the people where they are; while his 
colleague, (Mr. Hoard,) would vote for the bill if he could 
believe the people really wished it; but he cannot go for 
it because he cannot believe the people have generally call- 
ed for it. Sir, the people in all parts of the State are mo- 
ving in this mutter. They have sent in hither their petitions 
with signatures numbering near eighty thousand, coinpri- 
sing men of all political denominations, and had they sup- 
posed that honorable gentlemen, on either side of yonder 
partition wall, would"have hesitated or doubted one moment, 
as to their own duty or the necessity of the demand thus 
made upon them, your tables would have been now loaded 
with petitions containing the names of more than three 
hundred thousand freemen. They are moving in all direc- 
tious. They come here and pray you té repeal an obnox- 
ious law whichis withering all their prosperity and the evils 
of which they experience every day of the week—except 
Sundays. But it is said that some of the petitioners have 
asked for a “‘ repeal or suspension” and will be satisfied 
with either ; and that a swsyension will amount to the same 
thing as a repeal. This is not the sentiment in that part 
of the State from whence Icome. No; their demund is 
for a repeal; and when an individual was preparing a pe- 
tition to be printed and circulated, he enquired whether it 
should be for a repeal or for a suspension only, and he was 
emphatically answered, “ for a repeal, an unconditional 
repeal.” ‘This was the answer from men of every pcliti- 
cal faith. Republicans, Whigs, Democrats, Conservatives, 
Jackson mev, Van Buren men, and a!i men—all with one 
accord answered, “ an absolute repeal.’ 

Sir, [remember that on a former time, and perhaps in an 
evil hour, the people of the United States elected for their 
President a celebrated soldier. Soon after he came to that 
dignity, we were all most pleuteously fed with a superabun- 
dance of glory ; while that renowned dignitary sat snuffing 
the incense which is ever apt to distil from the lips of those 
who “ crook the pregnant hinges of the knees at the foot- 
stool of power, that thrift may follow fawning,” until he 
drew in the extravagant conceit that he was not only a dis 
tinguished soldier but a very wise etatesman, and withal a 


I give the gentleman my authority: Alex- 
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| wind-mill, laid his hands violently upon the commercial 


credits and the currency of his country, and in attempting 
their “‘ reform,” laid them in utter ruin. Where are now 
your commercial credits? Let the desolation of the whole 
land give the answer. 

What is now the condition of your currency? Who can 
answer? But, sir, I will tell the gentleman what it was 
before it was reformed. The people of this eountry for- 
merly possessed a stable and uniform currency. It was a 
mixed currency, consisting of gold and silver coin, the com- 
mercial credits and bank paper. This currency rested on 
a secure basis, but not an exclusive metallic basis. It is 
not true that metallic coin is the exclusive basia of a na- 
tional currency. The true basis is a compound one; and 
consists of the metallic coins together with the wealth, 
skill, iudustry and integrity of the American people. This 
is the only basis which.can ever be relied on in this country 
to sustain a national currency. 

Before this was broken up and deranged by executive 
experiments, American Bank notes were current at the par 
of metallic coin not only throughout this State and the 
whole United States, but throughout all Europe. Nay 
more—they Were current at the par of gold and silver, iw 


| every conmercial seaport which the light of Heaven shines 
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on; even in China they were receivable in payment for teas, 
where but a short time before nothing but coin was recéi- 
vable—aye, where nothing but Spanish milled dollars 
would be received; where French gold, British goli and 
Jackson gold were refused. Whether these were rejected 
by the Chinese merchants on account of their dislike tothe 
despots who ruled the countries from whence they came, I 
am uninformed: but I think it far more probable that it 
was, because as a means of remittance, they preferred 
American Bank notes, and enjoyed from their own rulewe 
the liberiy of taking their choice. 

And now I repeat the question, where is your natioral 
currency? And I again answer, dishonored, trodden down 
and laid in ruins by the official malversations of those who 
had been appointed guardians of the welfare and presp¢rt- 
ty of the people. 

These baleful experiments, prosecuted to the end of the 
late Administration, are now continued by the treader “ in 
the footsteps,” carrying desolation in their train, until the 
people, unable to endure them longer, are now sending 


| down their petitions from all = of the State, supplice- 


ting, no—demanding, as they have a right to demand, that 
we should as far as it may be in our power, put an end to 
those cutrages, and relieve them from that curse which, in 
fulfilment of the prediction of Mr. Ritchie the “ venerable 
editor of the Richmond Inquirer,” has been brought upon 
the country by the election of Mr. Jackson. 

The bill passed by this House and sent to the Senate for’ 
their concurrence, is an honest answer to the demands of 
the people, and had it passed, would have relieved them 
from their present sufferings and sacrifices, as far as is in 
the power of this Legislature tc accomplish these immense- 
lv important objects. 

But the Senate has refused to pass that bill, and in the 
place of it has sent us another, which is but a continuation 
of those destructive measures, and is calculated, if not in- 
tended, to perpetuate the enormous evils we now endure. 
The gentleman from Ontario, (Mr. Taylor,) has given one 
reason which he deems sufficient to forbid our concurring in 
the ninendments of the Senate; and I agree with him en» 
tirely. The reason which he stated is ample and sufficient, 
and yet I have another equally decisive of the whole ques- 
tion. Itis this: THE PEYPLE HAVE DEMANDED 4 REPEAS 
OF THE OBNOXIOUS LAW. hat is sufficient to command 
my obrdicne, and I will not consent to offer them 
what they have not called Sor, and at the same time tel 
them that it will answer their purpose just as wellas that 


| which they have demanded. 


Sir, it has appeared to me that a certain class of men, on 
obtaining seats in this Legislature, take up the strange co@- 
ceit that all the wisdom and sagacity of their county ¢r 
district, has been transmitted through the ballot boxes into 
themselves, and therefore set about contriving the ways aud 
means of showering down upon their constituents a floed 
of blessings which they neither desire nor ask for, and of 
convincing them that these dispensations are the mast 
wholesome provisions that ever were spread before asy 
people. ; 

Ths spirit, it appears to me, is manifest in the bill semt 
hither by the Senate, and I think it a gross insult to the 
people, for while it denies the petitioners that which they 
pray for, it efers them what they did not, and virtually 
tells them that it amounts to the same thing. 

To my understanding, the Senate, by this bill, virtually 
says to the people, you have prayed our permission Sor 
the circulation of small bills of our own institutions, 
we have granted the permission; now get themif you 








can. We have suspended for a season the law which pro- 
hibits their use, but we have taken good care so to hedge 
in the sources from whence you expected to derive them, 
that-we know you cannot obtain them. And th’s is ail 
Sor your benefit, if you did but know it. Only hold on 
somewhat longer and then you may, perhaps, get specie, 
and that is a great deal better for you. Wehave hung 
up the grapes entirely out of your reach, and we now ad- 
wise you to make a virtue of necessity, and join us in de- 
nouncing them as sour and unfit for use. This is virtual- 
the language contained in the amendments on your table. 
tis not an honest answer to the demand of the people, 
and therefere I cannot concur in them. I have never so 
dealt with my f2l!ow men in th transaction of the ordina- 
ry business of life, and I pray Heaven that I may never so 
far forget what is due to myself and others, as to be guilty 
of such an eutrage upon all propriety. 

Sir, the gentlemau from Jefferson, (Mr. Wardwell,) 
seems to think that he had not quite a fair chance on the 
discussion of the bill which passed this House about a 
month ago, in relation to a certain amendment which he 
wished to offer on the third reading of that bill, because, 
although his amendment was offered, discussed and reject- 
ed in committee of the whole, yet when the bill was called 
tp for its final passige, he wished to offer it again, but had 
forgotten it and left it at his lodgings. Well, perhaps he 
would not have thought of it until this time, and it might 
not have been entirely convenient for this House to have 
waited a month for his notable amendment. But still J re- 
gret the loss of it, and were it consistent with parliame)ita- 

rules, I would so far as concerns myself, almost consent 

t he should now present it for consideration. At any 
rate I would go far tu oblige him on any proper occasion, 
bevause I like him. I respect him highly for his digi:ity 
an gravity, and I sincerely sympathise with him in his pe- 
culfer position, the contemplation of which invariably brings 
to my recollection the history, fabulous no doubt, of “ poor 
Tray,” who suffered much diminution of comfort on ac- 
ebunr of the “ Tiger” company he kept. 


REMARKS OF MR. W. HALL. 


Mr. Spraker:—I do not feel myself at liberty to give a 
silent vote on this question. When this bill was under dis- 
cubsion in this House at the commencement of the session, 
I Was prevented by indisposition from taking a part in the 
dabate. I do not propose now to discuss it. When a 
whole people demand a measure which is simply for their 
own convenience, it is treating them with disrespect to give 
any other reason for adopting that measure than their v iil. 
I tise simply to declare in the most solemn manner, that I 
cannot concur inthe Senate’s bill. [I dare not—I have no 
rightto. My constituents forbid it. The names of 147,000 
of them are on your table. They have a right tocommand, 
and I am bound to obey in this, as in all cases when neither 
conscience nor honor forbid. But this is not the creed of 
the majority in the Senate and the minority in this House. 
They admit that the people demand a repeal of the small 
bill law, and yet they refuse to repeal it. They disregard 
the wishes of the people, reject their petitions and deride 
their sufferings, and in the same breath claim to be’ exelu- 
sive Democrats! Without making any disgusting preten- 
sions on this subject, the majority in this House feel and 
declare that they are bound in this matter by the will of 
their constituents. 

We are now commencing the fifth week since this bill 
was sent to the Senate, during which time the foreign 
small bill notes in circulation have depreciated from 4 to 5 
per cent, which on a circulation supposed to be $3,500,000 

a loss of $150,000. Letit be known that the refusal of 
the Senate promptly to concur in the bill of the House, has 
already lost to the people of this State one hundred und 
fifty thousand dollars! Some of the institutions which fur- 
nish this currency have failed, others are known to be tot- 
tering—we know not whata day may bring forth. The 
pee smarting under their losses, and justly apprehensive 
of the future, are besieging our doors for relief. Yet this 
bill has been loitering more than four weeks in another 
House. How diflerent from the bill of 1835, which pro- 
hibited the circulation of small bills! There were no peti- 
tions for that bill. No voice from the people wes heard— 
wll was’silent from Lake Erie to Montauk Point. Yet in 
ffour or five days it became alaw. Now, in defiance of 
‘60,000 petitioners, in contempt of the whole people, the re- 
yeeal has been wantonly delayed more than a month. Then 
the party called—now the people. The Legislature then 
twcted under orders from Washington. Hear the manifesto 
published in the Globe. “ Let every State,” observe the 
‘words of command—“ Let every State commence, and that 
‘this winter, the suppression of the small note circulation, 
and let every step taken for that purpose be considered as 
#0 much only in the suppression of all paper money under 
‘one hundred dollars, and to bring the currency of this Union 
to the noble condition in which the currency of France now 
is, and has been since the first year ofthe consulship of Na- 
poleon.” Upon the reception of this edict, Gov. Marcy 
wrote to the Governors of various States to move tozether 
$n this great work of producing a “ better currency.” And 
move they did, linked together and shoulder to shoulder, 
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almost every State in this Union, at the command of the 
king of humbugs. But now the band is broken. Ohio is 
free and has repealed the law—New Jersey has repealed 
the lav— Maine has repealed the law—others are following. 
The magic palace of gold is tottering and ready to fall upon 
the heads of the magicians who have raised it. 

Some gentlemen seem inclined to reflect upon the Sen- 
ate for their reluctant and dilatory progress in this matter. 
and the evasive result of their labors. This is irregular 
and improper. I confess I sympathize with them in their 
sufferings. The whole weight of the party is thrown up- 
on their shoulders. Their situation is painfully embarrass- 
ing. My friend and colleague (Mr. Scoles) remarked that 
the Senate had forced the member from Jefferson (Mr. 
Hulbert) into a dilemma. I think the Senate themselves 
are in the greatest dilemma. On the one hand the voice 
of the people is thundering in their ears, “‘ repeal the law!” 
on the other, Benton, Kendall, Van Buren and Blair cry 
out in moving tones, “‘ repeal not the law. It was our first 
step in the experiment—it is our last hope. By that law 
we stand or fall—repeal it not. Ohio has broken loose— 
New Jersey is gone—Maine has deserted—if New York 
leaves us, what have we left? Good New York! submis- 
sive New York ! patient New York! New York which has 
always followed our lead so kindly—always so obedient to 
our commands—so disinterested, doing every thing for her 
friends and nothing for herself—Oh! save New York, and 
we aresaved. Butif she breaks from “ the system,” and 
tears off the badge of loyalty, “ the last link is broken,” 
nothing is left for us but ‘ the deserts of Arabia!’'’ This 
is affecting, and I am not surprised that Hon. Senators 
were melted. But again the mighty voice of the people 








year, how dare they vote for this bill under the false pr, 
tence that it will give the relief the people ask ? 

When the banks pay out specie, the people will not wag, 
small bills. It is only during the suspension that they ayy 
not merely a convenience but a necessity, This bill is ay 
answer to the call of the people to give them small bills, 
and pretends to be so. And in this material respect itis 
cheat. It pretends to do what it does not, and what it 
framers did not intend it should do. It takes away in om 
section all it gives in another. It is a fallacy, intended t 
deceive the people. Its fruit is ashes—painted ashes—th 
apples of Sodom—without sustenance—it beguiles the ey 
to disgust the taste. 

The member from Herkimer, (Mr. Mann,) has addressed 
the House at great length, and given us his views on almor 
every topic of stale political discussion. He says truly the 
issue is made up—repeal or no repeal; and the object of 
this debate is to try the cause before the people. The brief 
of that member’s argument would stand thus:—The 
ple call to the member from Herkimer, “ Repeal that law!" ue 
Answer—*“ I will not, because Alexander Hamilton deliv. 
ered a federal speech in the Convention of 1787.%~ 
Again the people call—‘ Repeal thatlaw!"’ “T will not, 
because Nicholas Biddle has corrupted the democratte 
State of Pennsylvania, and has got them to incorporate 
a Bank of the United States!” Again—* Repeal thet 
law!” ‘TI will not, because a Clerk of the Bank of Eng- 
land has an office in the Bank of the United States at 
Philadelphia!” Admirable reasons for disobeying the 
will of the people! But if the people are satisfied with 
them I shall not complain. It would, however, be unpar 
donable in me at this late hour, to be drawn into a discus 








thundered forth, ‘ repeal the law!" The struggle between 
wishes and fears, between friendship and duty, was dread- | 
ful; but the result was a compromise, and at the end of | 
four tedious weeks, we are called upon to give our sanction | 
to a bill which ought to be called “an act to evade the de- 
mand of the people for the issuing of small bills.” 

In the course of this debate, almost every arguinent or | 
assertion made by the friends of the Senate’s bill has been | 
met and triumphantly refuted. But two or three which | 
have fallen from gentlemen who have recently spoken, may | 
justity a moment’s attention, and although I have already | 
occupied more of your time than I intended when I arose, | 
and notwithstanding the lateness of the hour, I will venture 
to advert to them. 

The inember from Otsego, (Mr. Drake,) remarked that 
‘the ides of November had no terrors for that side of the 
House; they were not anxious to be re-elected ; it was a 
matter of indifference to them.’ The gentleman has an 
unquestionable right to say se—to set the people at defi- 
ance and declare his indifference to their verdict; but 
while he does so, let him and his friends for the sake of 
consistency, if not of decency, cease to call themselves de- 
mocrats. 

The same gentleman remarked, that the bill passed by 
this House did in effect make small bills perpetually irre- 
deemable in specie. This is a mistake. The bill of this 
House puts small notes on the same footing preciscly as 
large ones. All are subject to the suspension law, and be- 
come redeemable in specie on its expiration, on the 16th 
day of May next. 

The member from Otsego also thought fit to sneer at the 
distresses of the country. He said it was surprising how 
soon people get distressed and get over it. He had heard 
before of the ‘* Lakes becoming a desert waste of waters, 
&c.” My feelings will not permit me to reply to these cold- 
blooded sncers at the misfortunes of our enterprising, gen- 
erous and confiding people. I cannot express the horror 
with which they have filled me. 

“ The city of Buffalo,” he said, “ had been very much 
pressed, and a certain individual who had flourished there 
some years as one of her distinguished citizens was very 
much pressed nv doubt.’ I should not have felt myself 
called upon to notice this extraordinary attack upon that 
enterprising city, had my eloquent friend from Erie been in 
his seat when it was uttered. JT have only to say that Buf- 
falo is justly styled ‘the young queen of the west.’ The 
industry, skill and energy of her citizens have added much 
to the wealth of our State. No city has surpassed her in 
the liberal encouragement of all those arts and institutions 
which improve and adorn. She is the pride of Western 
New Yor'.. Seated in modest dignity at the head of our 
inland seas, she already looks forward with the certainty of 
becoming at no distant day, “ the Emporium of the West- 
ern World.” But a few years since, this noble city, then 
comparatively a village, was reduced to ashes by British 
soldiers. And, sir, the sume heart that could give utter- 
ance to the cruel sarcasms which we have just heard, at 
her present distresses, and the distresses of the country, 
would at that time have rejoiced over the blackened ruins 
in which she had been left by a foreign foc! 

The meinber from Jefferson, (Mr. Hoard,) gave it as his 
opinion, that the banks cannot resume specie payments this 
year. However that may be, I ask that gentleman and his 
friends who think with him on this point, whether in their 
opinion, the Senate’s bill can be of any avail until the banks 





sion of these and other topics equally impertinent to the 
present argument. 

The democratic member from Herkimer also said, that‘ 
if the people really want the repeal, and will 2ait two 
years for it, he will then consent to give it to them. Wor 
derful condescension! Admirable democracy! A grateful 
people will appreciate the boon. 

He said, too, that the Whigs are guilty of great immo- 
rality in finding fault with the government. Sir, the Whigs 
have always been an immoral race in that respect. Our 
fathers were so immoral as to find fault with the govern 
ment under which they lived, and even to fight against it 
and overthrow it, and establish one of their own. “ Pas. 
sive obedience” was never a Whig, or a Democratic doe 
trine. ‘ The government can do no wrong,” is the maxim 
of tyrants and the sycophants of tyrants, although the 
member from Herkimer, who professes to be the oracle of 
democracy, has attempted to inculcate the odious principle 
upon this floor. 

That member also declared that the banks were hoard- 
ing specie. But the other day, sir, he denounced these 
same banks for issuing baseless, unsubstantial, paper rags, 
to deceive, and defraud, and ruin the people. It is impos- 
sible to please that member, sir. With him, what is a vir 
tue to-day, becomes a crime to-morrow. 

He told us also that the banks would not resume specie 
payments—that we should be called upon to extend the 
Suspension Law. Is it not most extraordinary, sir, that 
gentlemen who evince so much sensitiveness on the subject 
of the resumption of specie payments, should constantly 
oppose every measure calculated to produce that result? 
Witness this very bill. If gentlemen succeed in their ef- 
forts to defeat it, what will be the result? Why, sir, when 
the vaults of the banks are thrown open on the 16th of 
May, there will be such a rush to procure small change to 
supply the place of the depreciated foreign notes, as to cre- 
ate a panic, and the banks will be compelled again to close 
their doors. To what else tend all the suspicions, the agi- 5 
tations, the charges, the denunciations which we constant 
ly hear from that gentleman and his political associates 1 
To what else than to alarm and excite the people, and thus 
cripple the banks and make resumption impossible? Sir, 
he dues not wish them to resume. He is a politician—he 
goes for political effect. He professes to love the people; 
who can doubt? Yet he would ruin them for political 
effect. 

But enough and more than enough in reply to matters 
which are neither facts nor arguments, and which have 
seareely aremote relation to the subject before us. Let us 
return to the Senate’s bill. They call ita suspension. That 
sir, is too mild a name. It re-enacts the very law the peo- 
ple call upon us to repeal! True, it defers the operation two 
years, but it merely ‘lets go to get a better hold.’ My 
honored colleague, (Mr. Ogden,) said this bill was an in- 
sult to this House. The expression was thought a strong 
one, but I will venture to declare that this bill which an- 
swers the call of the people to repeal an odious law, by re- 
enacting the same law, is a gross insult to the people. Do 
the authors of this reversionary provision seek to entail po- 
litical power? The blighting consequences of their misrule 
are entailed upon us for years, perhaps for generations ; but 
thank God the fee simple of power cannot be incumbered 
by them! Ifthe people choose this law hereafter, can they 
not re-enact it? Why this distrust of the people? Why this 
misgiving as to the future? How likea dying miser oe 
clutch their ill-got and ill-used poseessions, and vainly thin 





do resume payments? and if this is not to be done for a 
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py conditions, and reversions, and entailments, to bind their 
successors and govern after they are dead ? : 

[have but one word more to say. I would have hinted 
uthe mockery of pretending to relieve the public of an em- 
jarrassment occasioned by the suspension of specie pay- 
ments, by issuing small notes on condition to be redeemed 
inspecie. If they can be issued on this condition, why not 
igue the specie without them! The remedy prescribed, 
catnot, from its very nature, be applied until the disease is 
cured! But I forbear. There is but one argument to be 
ysed in this whole matter. The Pzorte Commanp it! | 
disclaim any other. Let them cry Suspension—I answer, 
the People ! if they cry Specie—I answer, the People! If 
they cry the Party—I answer, the People. If they cry the 
Government—I answer the People, the People i! 

Sir, I repeat it, we cannot—we dare not vote for the Sen- 
ate’s bill. Should that imposition pass this House, our be- 
trayed, abused, insulted constituents, would turn upon us 
the scorn and indignation that await those who deny relief 
in another part of this Capitol. 

Sir, the people have demanded this measure and they 
will have it. If this bill is defeated, another will be in- 
) troduced and will become a law in six weeks. Sir, there 
is power, and it is moving, before which our rules will be 
as cobwebs, and the power of the Legislature will be weak- 
ness. If this bill is defeated, our masters will come to 
see in person how we do our work. 

Mr. L. F. ALLEN in answer to the insinuation of the 
gentleman from Otsego, (Mr. Drake,) that the distress and 
ruin of Buffalo had proceeded from the conduct of such 
men as Rathbun, repudiated the idea with some warmth. 
If that were the case, said Mr. A., Buffalo was indebted 
to Otsego, for Rathbun sprang from that county. 

M. P. Kine dwelt at some length upon the merits of the 
Senate’s amendment compared with the bill of the House. 
But looking at the whole subject carefully and coolly, he 
could not refrain from expressing his preference for the pol- 
icy of the law of 1835. He still thought that the people 

eferred a repeal of the suspension act. However, he 
would vote fur the Senate’s amendment as a choice between 
two evils. 

Mr. Lewts of Chautauque stated that he should enter at 








length upon the question before the House. He had no 
apology for his course, though it wa3 at a late hour of the 
night. He should do his duty, let come what may. He 
went for an absolute repeal of the law of 1835. Aad he 
hed three reasons for being in favor of this course. The first 
was—the people demanded a repeal. The second was— 
Tue Peopre Demanpep iT. ‘The third was—THE 
PEOPLE DEMANDED IT! 

After some conversation, the question was divi- 
ded. On concurring with the first section of the 
Senate’s amendment, 95 to 16: lost. On the re- 
maining sections, 98 to 21, lost. 

The House adjourned at 11 o'clock P. M. 





CONGRESS. 
VIEWS OF MR. RIVES. 
Extract from the Speech of the Hon. Mr. Rives in the 

U.S. Senate, against the Sub-Treasury Bill: 

I wave now, Mr. President, gone through my objections 
to this Bill on account of what it contains. I object to it, 
also, and not less earnestly, on account of what it does not 
contain. It contains no provision for the relief of the 
couatry. It “takes no thought” for the public. It looks 
only to the ease and comfort of the government. The 
most urgent want of the country, the highest interest of 
all, is a speedy restoration of specie payments by the 
banks. Novr, too, is the critical and decisive momert. The 
banks have been, hitherto, diligently and steadily curtailing 
their discount) and circulation, with a view to that resump- 
tion, till they brought their business within such safe limits, 
that they migh: now easily resume with a little encourage- 
ment. But if tiey are once again let loose from these 
salutary bounds—-if, despairing of a general resumption, 
and yielding to thw strong temptation of irredeemable is- 
sues, they should aggin expand, all hope will be lost of re- 
calling them to a specie standard, and the disastrous reign 
of an inconvertible paper currency will be indefinitely pro- 
longed. Now, then, is the moment to join in this great 
work of effecting 3 restoration of specie payments. But 
does this Bill do any thing towards its accomplishment ? 
On the contrary, it does every thing it can to retard and 
obstruct it. In the rvn it would create on the banks for 
specie, both by the demand it makes of it for the uses of 
the government and by the general discredit which the high 
example of the government would stamp on bank paper, 
it throws yew and insurmountable obstacles in the way of 
resumption. 

But the Honorable Senator from New York says that the 
resumption of specie payments by the banks is no concern 

this government—that it is exclusively an affair of the 
States and of the banks themselves—and we who urge the 
necessity of promoting by every proper and practical means 
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the accomplishment of this great object, are reproached 
with using an argument, which, he tells us, belongs to the 
friends of a National Bank. Now, sir, I beg leave to say 
to the honorable Senator, that both reason and experience 
prove that the only effectual means of preventing a Nation- 
al Bank is to bring about a resumption of specie payments 
by the State Banks, and that nothing is more directly cal- 
culated to lead to the re-establishment of a bank of the U. 
States than the course of those who would do nothing tow- 
ards effecting that resumption. Let the honorable Senator 
look back to that most instructive period, rich in lessons 
for the present times—the former suspension of specie pay- 
ments by the banks from 1814 to 1817—and he will see 
that it was the unwillingness or the inability of the State 
banks then to resume specie payments, which alone led to 
the establishment of a National Bank. Let him read the 
official correspondence of Mr Dallas, the numerous reports 
and communications of that able and patriotic man, wor- 
thy of him and the country, and he will find throughout, an 
implicit recognition of, and unvarying testimony to this great 
truth—that if the State banks could have been induced 
more promptly to resume specie payments at that time, 
there would have been no occasion for a National bank, and 
that that institution would not have existed. The true 
means of preventing its re-establishment now, is by the in- 
strumentality of the State Banks, under the lead and en- 
couragement of the government, to restore to the country a 
sound, convertible currency. 

This government can and ought to aid in this great work. 
Its vast revenue power, and its pervading action, co-exten- 
sive with the whole Union, give it means and influences 
which the States do not possess. It holds, indeed, through 
that power, a lever of the greatest efficacy for controlling 
the entire currency of the country. Through its collections 
and disbursements, it can hold out inducements of the most 
influential character to sway the course of the banks. In 
the mode of conducting its receipts and payments, it has it 
in its power to set an example of the most persuasive intlu- 
ence toward the restoration of general confidence. In a 
disturbed state of the currency like the present, these are 
powers to be exercised in a spirit of liberality and benigni- 
ty—not of menace, denunciation, or vengeance. The oc- 
casion demands the language of encouragement and sup- 
port: not of severity and sternness. 

Look at the communications of Mr. Dallas and Mr. 
Crawford with the banks during the former suspension ot 
specie payments, and it will be seen in what spirit the in- 
fluence of the government was then exerted, and efiectually 
exerted in the end, to accomplish a return to specie pay- 
ments. The banks were not then oudlawed by the official 
press ; they were not then put under the ban of the govern- 
ment; they were not then pursued as conspirators, but 
were treated as institutions having themselves a stake in 
the common weal, and with which the common interests ot 
the whois country were identified. The honorable Senator 
from New York, too, should remember that it was to him 
who should unéie, and not to him who should cut the Gor- 
dian knot, that the ancicrit oracle promised the glories of 
empire. The first is the achievement of skill and industry, 
and its fruits are peace, liberty and happiness. The second 
is the achievement of power, and its result is the establish- 
ment of power. Let the honorable Senator from New York 
untie the knot by leading the banks to a resumption of spe- 
cie payments, (as I am sure by proper means he could ea- 
sily do,) and not cut it by the Sub-Treasury scheme, and 1 
will be among the first to award him the civic wreath. 
With Mr. Jefterson in his memorable letter to Mr. Madison 
while the Federal Constitution was under consideration, 1 
say, “‘[ am no friend to strong government. It is always 
oppressive. Jt puts the Governors at their ease, but at 
the expense of the people,” Here lies the fatal objection 
to the Sub-Treacury scheme. It puts the “ Governors at 
their ease,’ but is dangerous and “ oppressive”’ to the 


people. 





DEBATE ON PENSION AGENCIES. 
HOUSE—Wepwnespay, Feb. 7. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG made an earnest appeal to the House, 
to permit the Bi!l making the annual appropriation for the 
payment of Pensions to have its final reading. 

Mr. BELL, of Tennessee, said he thought information 
ought to be laid before the House, in regard to the amount 
of funds in the hamds of Pension Agents, and asked the 
Chairman of the Ways and Means to inform tie House, 
whether the Pensiox: Appropriations were really exhaust- 
ed, or whether there were large balances in the hands of the 
Agents for paying Pen,sions. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG replied, the appropriations are ex- 
hausted; if there be any by'lances in the hands of agents, 
it is because pensioners in some instances have not called 
for the money. It was not the practice of the government 
to make advances to the age. nts—the funds were not trans- 
mitted until they were actual,ly required to pay the pen- 
sions. 

Mr. Bext said he wished thq: Chairman to be explicit. 

Mr. CampreLenc—There is not a dollar to pay the old 
soldiers ; no advances are madey the money is not trans- 
mitted until a very short period be;fore the pay-day. 
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Mr. Curtis, of New-York, asked the Chairman of the 
Ways and Means, if he really intended to be understood 
as telling this House, that there was not a practice of mak- 
ing advances to the Pension Agents of funds, until they were 
required for the payment of pensioners. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG did intend to be so understood— 
Then, said Mr. Curtis, though I might, perhaps, with 
some timidity, attempt an impeachment of the accuracy of 
information given to this House by my colleague, in his 
capacity of Chairman of Ways and Means, touching the 
practice of this Administration, I will neverthaless tell him, 
and the House, that his information is not well founded. 
On the contrary, said Mr. C., from the time the Pension 
Fund was withdrawn from the Bank of the U. States, the 
former Agent for the payment of Pensions, it has been the 
constant practice of the Commissioner of Pensions, to 
keep large balances in the hands of individual agents 
throughout the country. The Agents are supplied with 
funds six months before they are required, a the object 
is by the use of the funds to remunerate their agents. 
There are now large sums of money in their hands. For 
instance, if three hundred thousand dollars a year. be re- 
quired to pay the pensions due in Boston or Albany, the 
system adopted is to keep the agent always in possession 
of one hundred and fifty thousand dollars, and sometimes 
alargersum. This isa gross abuse, and demands cor- 
rection. It is justified by those who practice it, on the 
ground that there is no other mode of compensating the 
agents than by the use of the funds. The Bank of the 
United States formerly discharged all this duty without any 
compensation. When the government substituted fifty in- 
dividuals as agents for paying pensions, it was pretended 
that these agents ill discharge the same duty without 
compensation. How is the fact? Many of these agents 
are actually in receipt of salaries larger than your secre- 
taries, your heads of departments, and some of them en- 
joying a salary half as large as the President of the U. S. 
They derive these salaries by the possession and use of im- 
mense sums of money, regularly placed in their hands six 
months before they are required to be paid out, and when 
that day comes, they receive a like amount in new advances. 
How did it happen, if the Hon. Chairman of Ways‘ and 
Means is to be relied upon in his statements, that upon the 
late failure of the late Pension Agent at Boston, Mr. 
Simpson, there was a balance in his hands of one hundred 
and fifty-four thousand dollars? His accounts had been 
rendered up to the first of January last, and yet he was 
permitted to have in his hands this large sum of money, 
confessedly not required for six months to come ? 

Not only are large compensations, in fact, made to these 
fifty pension agents, by the use of the public funds, but 
half of the whole annual appropriation fer pensions is at 
the mercy of these agents, the government having no secu- 
rity for its safety, except the bond of the agents. How 
much is Simpson’s bond worth, and the claim on his insol- 
vent estate and his insolvent security ? 

Mr. Camprevene said, that hitherto the Commission- 
ers of Pensions had sustained the character of a faithful pub- 
lic officer—but, if the facts stated by his colleague were 
true, he could only say the subject required the examina 
tion of a Committee of this House. He would only add, 
too, that the Boston case mentioned by his colleague, was 
only another evidence to his mind that the government 
pught to have nothing to do with banks. What a lesson is 
this, if the facts stated be true, that we ought to cut the 
government loose from all banks? 

Mr. Wise—What a lesson, rather, would it be to cut 
loose from all Sub-Treasuries, when thus, like the Pension 
Agent of Boston, they use the public monies for private 
purposes. 

Mr. Bett—Here are facts of great importance to the 
public, and an answer to which I solicited from the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means. He said the Commissioners 
made no advance payments, and we are now assured that 
six months’ advance payments are made. Hereafter, con- 
tinued Mr. Bell, let the House be careful what confidence 
it places in the Committee of Finance. 

Mr. Campretenc—The Committee of Ways and 
Means need none of the gentleman’s advice. 

I give none, said Mr. Bett—I only give the House infor- 
mation as tothe loose manner in which that Committee 
brings its business before the House. 

An adjournment followed, without any disposition of the 
question. 

[Ea 

Common Schools in New Jerscy—The bill before the 
Legislature of New Jersey in relation to Common Schools, 
provides for an annual appropriation of $30,000 for that 
object, to be divided among the townships in the ratio of 
taxation, and among the School Districts in proportion te 
the number of children between the ages of 5 and 14, ca- 
pable of attending school. It authorizes the townships te 
raise by tax a sum equal to their share of the public fund. 


Specie-—The Jno. W. Cater, from Jamaica, has 
$105,000 inspecie on board. A schooner sailed from Vers 
Cruz for this port about the 20th of January, with a large 





amount of specie. 
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SUMMARY OF NEWS. 


From Lower Canada.—The Montreal Herald of the 
20th, insinuates that Grand Brule is in an unquiet state, 
and that the French Canadian population are not the least 
to be depended upon in their loyal professions. This — 
says, ‘the mildest punishment the rebels in prison should 
be visited with, is transportation tothe ‘ far east.’’’ There 
are estimated to be in thé prisons about 400. The Cure of 
one of the Canadian parishes near Vaudreuil, upon being 
asked by an officer‘whether any reliance could be placed 
on the very general maniféstatigns of ‘loyalty since the St. 
Charles affair,’is said to have'looked the officer in the face, 
smiled, - aitd-brought his hand to His’heart’significantly, re- 
marking?“ Monttdur;vous savéz que le.ccewr ne change ja- 


“ Monday the 26th instant, is appoimted: by proelamation 
of His Excellency Lord Gosford, as a day-of General 
Thanksgiving throughout the Province of Lower Canada, 
for the blessings we now enjoy; yet the gates of the city 
Quebec are closed every night at 8 o'clock. Troops are 
leaving the garrison for the country parts where no troops 
gre usually stationed, and martial law is in force in the most 
populous district of Lower Canada. We wish “ Thanks- 
giving day” was put off until we can have it in earnest. 
: [Quebec Morning: Herald. 

Lord Gosford was expected to leave Quebec on the 22d. 

He is-to be-in this city, but whether ‘he‘will sail*from Kere 








or Boston, we:cannot say.” ES is". 


IMPORTANT NEWS FROM CANADA. 

By the Northern mail of this evening, we have received 
the dllowing highly interestirig news from the ‘ scat of war,’ 
in Upper Canada, which we hasten to lay before our read- 
ers. The letter is from our Frontier Correspondent, and 
its statement may be relied on. 

Watertown, Fep’y. 22, 6 o’clock, . M. 

Dear Sirs—I arrived here last evening, and found a high 
state of feeling on the state of Canada affairs. The patri- 
ot forces were concentrating at French Creek on the St. 
Lawrence, 20 miles north of this place. ‘To-day it is said 
they have crossed over to Hickory Island, in the Canada 
channel of the St. Lawrence. Their number is variously 
estimated at from five hundred to two thousand men. Their 
interded movement or point of attack is only conjectured. 
It is said to be Kingston by some, by others that their ob- 
ject is to make a stand on Canadian ground, to give confi- 
dence to the people in favor of a revolution, and when suf- 
ficient force halt have joined the standard, then to act on 
the offensive, and adopt such plans as shall be thought ad- 
visable. 

The people of Kingstonare in a high state of excitement 
and anxiety. They anticipate an attack, and have barri- 
caded their streets—raised ice breast-works in front of the 
town on the river—keep up a vigilant police and what force 
they can muster under arms. Some little apprehension is 
felt by the frontier towns, that an attack may be made by 
the loyalists in case the Patriots should hazard a battle and 
be driven back. Orders are therefore being issued calling 
out the militia. The prospect is, that there will be stirring 
times here for a few days. 

— A rumor has reached here that Gen. Wool has been or- 
dered on to Sacketts Harbor, which gives some relief tos 
those whose fears have been excited about an attack from 
the Canadians—or rather the Indians who have been called 
in to the defence of Kingston, to the number of 200 or 300. 

P. S. Since the above was received we have seen and 
conversed with several gentlemen from Oswego, who lett 
that place this morning after the arrival of the Sacketts Har- 
bor mail, which brought the gratifying intelligence that the 
Patriots had left Hickory Island, (ominous name,) and ta- 
ken possession of Brockville U. Canada, a large village on 
the St. Lawrence river, opposite Morristown, St. Lawrence 
Co., 20 miles above Ogdensburgh—liberating all the Pat- 
riot prisoners in the Brockville jail, and taking a large quan- 
tity of flour and other provisions, and that it was the inten- 
tion of the Patriots to proceed towards Kingston, taking 
possession of Prescott and other villages on their onward 
march. [Onondaga Standard. 


Rumors of War.—It was reported here last evening, 
that a Patriot force had made a stand on St. Johns Island, 
one of the “ Thousand Islands,” near Gananoque, about 
fifty miles above this place, and twenty below Kingston. 
From various corroborating circumstances we think it not 
unlikely that some move has taken place in that quarter. 
It is said that the force amounted to about fifteen hundred, 
well supplied with arms, ammunition and ordnance; and 
that the highest degree of confidence was felt of their abili- 
ty to resist any force that could be brought against them. 

[Ogdensburgh Times. 

A letter from Willoughby near Lake Erie, dated 16th 
inst. and addressed to a gentleman of Philadelphia, has the 
following passage :—This cold weather has cooled the ar- 
dor of the Canadian Patriots. U.S. troops are among us 
defending the frontier. Nonsense ! Money wasted uscless- 
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Extract of a letter dated WATERTOWN, 23d Feb. 

“‘T wrote you yesterday from French Creek, saying the 
Patriots were on Hickory Island, and would make an at- 
tack on Kingston this morning; but owing to the small 
force, and some difficulty with Van Rensselaer, they re- 
turned to the Creek and disbanded, as I learn this moin- 
ing. The number collected did not exceed 200 or 250.” 

From the Buffalo Daily Star, Extra, Feb. 24.—6}4. 
IMPORTANT FROM CANADA. 

A gentleman is now in our office who came direct from 
U. C., and states that he there. saw as many as fifteen or 
sixteen wounded British soldiers, who arrived in two sleighs, 
direct from Malden. The battle was said to have been 
fought on Sunday Evening, and 250 British Soldiers, were 
killed. He left Hamilton about nine o’clock last evening. 

It was said that fort Malden and all the military stores 
hed fallen into the hands of the patriots. 


The Florida War.—We have been permitted to make 
the following extract from a letter to a gentleman of this 
village, from a friend who is spending the winter at St. Au- 
gustine, in East Florida: 

‘I found the little church at this place at a low ebb, and 
attribute its decay to the war, which has operated most de- 
leteriously upon the morals of the people. In the short 
— of three years it has completely changed the moral 
character of the inhabitants of this city. I can hardly re- 
alize that they are the same people that were here three 
years ago. Then there was somé respect paid to religion 


rand its. ordinances; but now it can scarcely be said that a 


thought is bestowed upon the subject. All appear to be 
engaged in contriving how they can filch something out of 
Uncle Sam’s pocket, and they generally succeed to admira- 
tion. If the people of the United States, or their Repre- 
sentatives in Congress, knew how the Government is plun- 
dered by a set of unprincipled swindlers, (as a great many 
are, that are in its employ,) they would not be surprised 
that this Seminole War should have already cost the coun- 
try so much money; andI presume that it will cost them 
as much more, before it is closed, and the Indians remo- 
ved. It has been a most miserably conducted affair 
throughout, and its moral effects upon this community are 
truly lamentable. In other respects, some have made their 
fortunes out of it, and many have been beggared.” 
[Canandaigua Repository. 

Malbone Briggs the Counterfeiter.—The distinguish- 
ed convict, Malbone Briggs—wel!l known by the gentlemen 
of the Bar in most of the counties of this Commonwealth, 
died in the State Prison on Thursday last, of apoplexy, 
aged 76 years. Briggs, in the course of a long life, contri- 
ved to accumulate a considerable property, a large portion 
of which, however, he expended in his numerous litiga- 
tions in the Courts of Justice. For twenty or thirty years 
preceding his last commitment to the State Prisou, in 1831, 
he was almost constantly engaged in contentions of a civil 
or criminal character. It is a remarkable fact, that seven 
of the eight sons of Briggs, who arrived to years of man- 
hood, became tenants of the State Prison. Six of them 
have been tenants of the State Prison in this town, five of 
whom were in confinement at the same time with the father, 
during his first commitment. It is believed that but two 
of his sons are now living. The wife of Briggs, whois now 
living—and one or more of his daughters—have been con- 
fined in the county prison for being concerned with Mal- 
bone in his various plans of iniquity, which were most com- 
monly connected with themanufacture of counterfeit mo- 
ney. His house was a place of common resort for coun- 
terfeiters and others who wished for a retreat where they 
could be patronized and made welcome. What a specta- 
cle is presented in the case of sucha husband—such a fa- 
ther--such a citizen! 

The Girard College, Philadelphia.—By the 5th an- 
nual report ofthe architect, Walter, we perceive this edi- 
fice, which itis believed will, when completed, be the most 
finished architectural work in America, is progressing with 
proper speed. It willbe an asylum for the education of 
Orphans in our country, and its founder’s name, Mr. Girard 
the rich French merchant, will go down fovever honored to 
the latest posterity. 

The marble work of the centre building is raised to the 
3d story. The marble work for the celi is wrought, and 
two of the large ante capitals. Three of the columns are 
raised and of one the fluting is finished. Several of the 
large architraves have been delivered. The easternmost 
building for the professors is nearly finished. 

A large number of persons tind employment during the 
winter on this extensive work. , 

The Western Rail-Road.—t the Massachusetts house 
of representatives, on Friday, a motion was made to re- 
considcr the vote, directing the treasurer of the state to 
issue script, on the faith of the state, redeemable in thirty 
years, in behalf of the Western Rail-Road (from Boston to 
the New York state line) to the amount of $5,100,000. 
The question came up on Saturday, and after discussion, 
the motion to omeline wasrejected, by a vote of 2341083. 
The bill was then finally passed, without a division, and 
sent to the senate.— (Alb. Argus. 





by. The Patriots have crossed the Lake from Sandusky on 
ice.” 





Fire.—We learn from the Bath Telescope that that towy 
was the scene of a destructive conflagration on the mom 
ing of the 15th inst. Property to the amount of $10,009 
was destroyed. The records and all other papers belong. 
ing to the town were consumed. 


New Orleans, Feb. 16.—Business of the City.—Spe. 
cie has taken arise lately. Thebrokers are giving 4a 44 
per cent. and asking 5 a54—some ask 6. The large quam 
tities recently imported’ have been bought up by the 
banks, with the view, perhaps, of resuming specie pay. 
ments. é 

Flour is firm—there have been heavy sales for shipment; 
price $9 75. ‘ ’ 

Cotton is declining, owing to the scarcity of money and 
the high freights. The agents of the Manhattan Bank and 
the Bank of England are making purchases in this article, 

[ Picayune. 


“ The Great Metropolis, &c.— Second Serics."—The first series 
this clever work had avery extensive sale on both sides of the Atlan. 
tic, and we can hardly doubt that the success of this will be equally 
fortunate, though we do not esteem it equally meritorious, It 
however, a highly agreeable and not uninstructive dish of gossip, 
(2 vols. W. C. Little, Albany.) 


“The Western Adventurer and Advocate of Free Discussion" 
has just been established in the FarWest—published simultaneous: 
ly at Commerce, Illinois, and Montrose, Wisconsin, on a large and 
fair sheet, at $2per annum. We are surprised thet so large and 
fair a paper can be afforded at that price so far West. It seems 
to be devoted in good part to the discussion of Slavery.—Th. 
Gregg, Editor, 








EASTERN BANKS. 

LIST OF BROKEN BANKS IN NEW ENGLAND. 
Burriville, R. I. Hallewell and Augusta, Me. 
Commonwealth, Boston. | Hillsboro’, N. H. 

Cielsea Bank, Chelsea, Maine. | Kennebec, Me. 

Castine, Me. Lafayette, South Boston. 

Derby, Conn. Middlesex, Cambridge. 

Eagle, New Haven, Conn, Nahant Bank, Lynn, Mass. 

Franklin, South Boston. Passamaquoddy, Eastport, Me, 

Farmers’, Belchertown, Mass. Scituate, R. I. 

Farmers’s Exchange, Glou. R. I. | Wiscasset, Me. 

LIST OF BANKS IN NEW ENGLAND WHOSE CHAR. 
TERS HAVE EXPIRED. 

Bath Bank, Me. *Mendon Bank. 

Bangor Bank, Me. Newburyport Bank. 

Berkshire Bank, Pittsfield. | *Old Cumberland Bank, Port- 

Concord, (Sparhawk, Cashier,) jand. 

N.H Phenix Bank, Nantucket. 

Sutton Bank, Wilkiasville, 








Essex Bank, Salem. 
Farmers’ and Mechanics’, Paw- Mass. 
tucket, R. I. Saco Bank. 
Kennebuck Bank, at Arundel, | Winthrop Bank, Me. 
Me. *Waterville Bank. 
* The bills on these Banks are still received. 


The following are FRAUDS: 

Bridgeport ManufacturingCom- | Farmers’ Bank, Boston. 
pany. Grey Lock Bank, Mass. 
Eagle Bank, Newport. Jefferson Banking Co. Vt. 
Franklin Bank, Providence. 


BILLS NOT RECEIVED AT THE SUFFOLK BANK: 








MAINE—Oxford Bank, at Fryburg...... 90 per cent. discount. 
Georgia Lumber Co. at Portland ........ Be“ « “ 
NEW HAMPSHIRE.—Woltboro’ Bank. 5 “ & « 
In_ MASSACHUSETTS.—Roxbury, at 

NET 6ccsscowes Secccceccese mn BS * © S 
American, at Boston........ @ ceccccccece @ 6 «& e 
Bibby, St Bastan* .2.0ccccecece eeseece aoa * .« “ 


Farmers’ and Mechanics’, Adams, South 









DEMO iinet & * + “ 
VERMONT.—St. Albans’, at St. Albans... 5 =“ “ “ 
OO, AE IE oc < ccicccesicewecbedss 5 «© « us 
Manchester, at Manchester ..........6.. 5 “% & “ 
CONNECTICUT—Stamford, at Stamford 2} “ “ “ 
Bridgeport, at Bridgeport...........068. 5 “% & “ 
Fairfield County Norwalk and Danbury. 24 “ . 
RHODE ISLAND.—North Providence, 

PEE ieccseciscicscesieivessee a Oo oo 
Franlink, at Chepachet ... g« « “ 
Lime Rock, at Smithfield Q2Q “« “ 
Village, at do 7 LEP >a ee. Taq “ 
Warten, at Warren ....cccccccccccccccs 2 6 « “ 
New England Pacific, at North Providence 2 “ * “ 
ONE, GE COVENT. ccesccccedscdcsecese 2 « 4 “ 
Rhode Island Central, at East Greenwich 10‘ = # “ 
Pascoag, at Pascoag Village.......ese00. 2 % 4 ad 
Sinithfield Exchange, at Greenville...... 2 « « “ 
Pawtuxet......... satecwene ccvccccoesee B 4 rs 
Citizons’ Union, at Scituate.. o 2 &¢ “ 
Centreville, at Warwick .......+++ > ss “ 


Taunton Bank, 1’s, 2’s, and 3’s, of the New England Company’s 
general plate, with the check plate on the back, are not received, 
a number of impressions of these plates having been stolen from 
the bank and filled up by counterfeiters. 

* These banks redeem bills of $5 or under ut their own counters 
in current bills. 

It will be noticed that many of the Conuecticut and Rhode Je- 
land banks sell in Boston at 2 per cent. ‘This is because, refusing 
to keep deposites inthe Suffolk Bank, according to its terms, they 
are not bankable in Boston. 

The following Boston banks are winding up—the three first by 
the Association, which receives but does not re-issue their bills, 
and the last under an act of the Legislature. 

Commercial, of Boston; Hancock do,; Fulton do; State do. 


— one — 


THE JEFFERSONIAN 
Is published every Saturday mornivg, at No. 71 State-st., Albany, 
by James Henry, for the proprietors. Terms, One Dollar per 
annum; to companies of six or more, Fifty Cents. Ehoves crue 
will be sent for Five Dollars, post paid. Payment must inv: ly 
be made in adyance, 
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THE TRAGEDY AT WASHINGTON. 

Tux whole country is shocked and its moral sen- 
sibilities outraged by the horrible tragedy lately 

rpetrated at Washington, of which a Member of 
cal was the victim. It was indeed an awful, 

t we will hope not a profitless catastrophe ; and 
we blush for human nature when we observe the 
most systematic efforts used to pervert to purposes 
of party advantage and personal malignity, a result 
which should be sacred to the interests of humani- 
ty and morality—to the stern inculcation and en- 
forcement of a reverence for the laws of the land 
and the mandates of God. 

We have not room for all the details of this ap- 
palling transaction; but we must endeavor to com- 
press all the important particulars into such space 
as we can afford to the subject. 

Nearly a month since, a charge of corruption, or an of- 
fer to sell official influence and exertion for a pecumary con- 
sideration, against some unnamed Member of Congress, 
was transmitted to the New York Courier and Enquirer by 
its correspondent, ‘ the Spy in Washington.’ Its appear- 
ance in that journal called forth a resolution from Mr. 
Wise, that the charge be investigated by the House. On 
this an irregular and excited debate arose, which con- 
sumed a day or two, and which was signalized by severe at- 
tacks on the Public Press of this country and on the letter- 
writers from Washington. In particular, the Courier and 
Enquirer, in which this charge appeared, its chief Editor, 
and its correspondent the Spy, were stigmatized; and Mr. 
Cilley, 2 Member from Maine, was among those who gave 
currency to the charges. Col. Webb, the Editor, on the 
appearance of these charges, instantly proceeded to Wash- 
ington, and there addressed a note to Mr. Cilley on the sub- 
ject. That note, itappears, was courteous and dignified in 
its language, merely inquiring of Mr. C. if his remarks 
published in the Globe were intended to convey any perso- 
nal disrespect to the writer, and containing no menace of 
any kind. It was handed to Mr. Cilley by Mr. Graves, a 
Member from Kentucky, but declined by Mr. C. on the 
ground, as was understood, that he did not choose to be 
drawn into any controversy with Editors of public journals 
in regard to his remarks in the House. This was correct 
and honorable ground. The Constitution expressly provides 
that Members of Congress shall not be responsible else- 
where for words spoken in debate, and the provision is a 
most noble and necessary one. : 

But Mr. Graves considered the reply as placing him in 
an equivocal position. If a note transmitted through his 
hands had been declined, as was liable to be understood, 
because the writer was not worthy the treatment of a gen- 
tleman, the dishonor was reflected on himself as the bearer 
of a disgraceful message. Mr. Graves therefore wrote a 
note to Mr. C. asking him if he were correct in his under- 
standing that the letter in question was declined because 
Mr. C. could not consent to hold himself accountable to 
public journalists for words spoken in debate, and not on 
grounds of personal objection to Col. Webbas a gentleman. 
To this note, Mr. Cilley replied, on the advisement of his 
friends, that he declined the note of Col. Webb, because he 
“ chose to be drawn into no controversy with him,” and ad- 
ded that he “neither affirmed nor denied any thing in re- 
gard to his character.” This was considered by Mr. Graves 
as involving him fully in the dilemma which he was seck- 
ing to avoid, and amounting toan impeachment of his vera- 
city, and he now addressed another note to inquire ‘ wheth- 
er you declined to receive his (Col. Webb’s) communica 
tion on the ground of any personal objection to him as 
agentleman of honor?’ To this query Mr. Cilley de- 
clined to give an answer, denying the right of Mr. G. to 

ose it. The next letter in course was a challenge from 

r. Graves by the hand of Mr. Wise, promptly responded 
to by Mr. Cilley through Gen. Jones of Wisconsin. 

The weapons selected by Mr. Cilley were rifles ; the dis- 
tance eighty yards. (It is said that Mr. Cilley was practi- 
sing with the selected weapon the morning of accepting the 
challenge, aud that he lodged eleven balls in succession in 
canes four inches square.) Mr. Graves experienced some 

ificulty in procuring @ rifle, and asked time, which was 
ted; and Gen. Jones, Mr. Cilley’s second, tendered 

im the use of his own rifle; but meantime Mr. Graves 

procured one. 

The challenge was delivered at 12 o'clock on Friday ; the 
hour selected by Mr. Cilley was 12 of the following day. 


_ledgement from Mr. Cilley that Col. Webb was a gentle- 














EEO 
His unexpected choice of rifles, however, and Mr. Graves’ | bloody conclusion after Mr. Graves had once con- 
inability to procure one, delayed the meeting till 2 o'clock. | sented, however unconsciously, to bear the note of 
The first fire was ineffectual. Mr. Wise, as second of | Go), Webb. Each of the parties doubtless Srted 

. . > pe { $8 acte 


the challenging party, now called all parties together, to | . : : 
effect a reconciliation. Mr. C. declining to negotiate while | *% he considered due to his own character; each 


under challenge, it was suspended to give room for expla- | ¥45 right in the view of the duellist’s code of 
nation. Mr. Wise remarked—*‘ Mr. Jones, these gentle- honor, but feafully wrong in the eye of reason, of 
men have come here without animosity towards each oth- | morality, of humanity, and the imperative laws of 
oes they are fighting merely wees point of honor ; en man and of Ged. Of the principals one sleeps 
Mr. Cilley assign some reason for not receiving st Mr. | cold and stiff beneath the icy pall of winter and the 
Graves’ hands Col. Webb’s communication, or make some | ¢] ] f tl lley: “aia 
=a te ‘ ; fie » ; .»,| Clods of the valley; the other—far more to be 
disclaimer which will relieve Mr. Graves from his position? +o: - ; ; 
| pitied—lives to execrate through years of anguish 


The reply was—‘ I am authorized by my friend, Mr. Cil- as . . 
ley, to say that in declining to receive the note from Mr. | 72@ remorse the hour when he was impelled to im- 


Graves, purporting to be from Col. Webb, he meant no dis- brue his hands in the blood.of a fellow-being. 

respect to Mr. Graves, because he entertained for him then, Mr. Graves we know personally, aud a milder 
as he now does, the highest respect and the most kind feel- | and more amiable gentleman is rarely to be met 
ings; but that he declined to receive the note because he | with. He has for the last two years been a Re- 


chose not to be drawn into any controversy with Col. | ai “toe hates: e 
lose » be y sy wit presentative from the Louisville tric - 
Webb.” This is Mr. Jones’ version; Mr. Wise thinks he | I 2 ille District, Ken 


said, ‘* My friend refuses to disclaim disrespect to Col. | Tt and 7 universally esteemed and beloved. 
Webb, because he does not choose to be drawn into an ex- | “*™*, Villey wae 8 7eunG man of om = the best 
pression of opinion as to him.”’ After consultation, Mr. families in New Hampshire : his grandfather was 
Wise returned to Mr. Jones and said, “Mr. Jones, this | @ Colonel and afterwards a General of the Revolu- 
answer leaves Mr. Graves precisely in the position in which | tion. His brother was a Captain in the last War 
he stood when the challenge was sent.” | with Great Britain, and leader of the desperate 
Another exchange of shots was now had, to no purpose, | bayonet charge at Bridgewater. Mr. Cilley him- 
and another attempt at reconciliation was likewise unsuc- | self, though quite a young man, has been for two 
cessful. The seconds appear to have been mutually and | years Speaker of the House of é : 
anxiously desirous that the affair should here terminate, but | Ma rs Speaker of the House of Reps COCREREIOND of 
no arrangement could be effected. Mr. Graves insisted | * aine, and was last year elected to Congress from 
that his antagonist should place his refusal to receive the ; the Lincoln District, which is decidedly opposed 
message of which he was the bearer on somegrounds which | to him in politics, and which recently gave 1,200 
did not imply such an opinion of the writer as must reflect | majority for the other side. Young as he was, he 
disgrace on the bearer. He endeavored to have the refusal | had acquired a wide popularity and influence in 
——- oa oy Mr. —" — os — go his own State, and was laying the foundations of a 
Coumnatte to (Js. Cyan Set wanes spenen i Sesuee, Fe | Cations cavser in the Natisusl Connells. And 


was declined by Mr. Cilley, and the ducl proceeded. thi + aRRptonea™ : - A a 
We inadvertently gave currency to the misrepresentation is man, with so many ties to bind him to life, with 


in our last, that Mr. Graves had insisted upon an acknow- | the sky of his future bright with hope, without an 
enemy on earth, and with a wife and three children 
mau. This is contradicted by their correspondence. The | of tender age whom his death must drive to the 
requirement of Mr. Graves and his reasons for it, were | verge of madness—has perished miserably in a 
precisely as stated above. combat forbidden by God, growing out of a differ- 

The official statement, drawn up by the two seconds, ence s0 pitiful in ‘itself os lirefi l in i rom 
would seem to import that but three shots were exchanged: 3 I sell, so direful in its conse- 
but other accounts state positively that Mr. Cilley fell at barney ‘ 
the fourth fire. He was shot through the body, and died in | Could we add any thing to render the moral 
two minutes. - On seeing that he had fallen badly wounded, | More terribly impressive ? 
Mr. Graves expressed a wish to see him, and was answered coe ee ee 
by Mr. Jones—* My friend is dead, sir!” THE LAWS OF HONOR. 

Col. Webb first heard of the difficulty which had arisen, Jt may well puzzle a plain man to determme 
on Friday evening, but was given to understand that the | wherein Honor consists. accord; i. 2 

“Reig it ae " , sts, according to what Mr. 

meeting would not.take place for several days. On the fol- | Gree : “e] i i © 
lowing morning, however, he had reason to suspect the | si - terms the usages known among gentle- 
truth. He immediately armed himself, and with two | Men. We omitted to state in our preceding arti- 
friends proceeded to Mr. Cilley’s lodgings, intending to | Cle on the bloody Duel at Washington that, prior 
force the latter to meet him before he did Mr. Graves. He | to the third fire the following negociations took 
did not find him, however, and immediately proceeded to | place: 
the old duelling ground at Bladensburgh, and thence to sev-| “Mr. Wise then, according to his recollection, asked 
eral other places to interpose himself as the rightful antag- | Mt. Jones “ whether Mr. Cilley would not say, that in de- 
onist of Mr. Cilley. Had he found the parties, a more | clining to receive the note of Col. Webb, he mcm no dis- 
dreadful tragedy still would doubtless have ensued. But | respect to Mr. Graves, either directly or indirectly.” To 
the place of meeting had been changed, and the arrange- | which Mr. Jones replied affirmatively, adding, “ Mr Cil- 
ments so secretly made, that though Mr. Clay and many | ley entertains the highest respect for Mr. raves, be 
others were on the alert to prevent it, the duel was not in- | clined to receive the note because he chose to be drawn into 
terrupted. ; no controversy with Col. Webb.” After further explana- 

We believe we have here stated every material fact in re- | tory conversation, the parties then exchanged the third 
lation to this melancholy business. It is suggested, how- ns 
ever, that Mr. Cilley was less disposed to concede any 
thing from the first in consideration of his own course when 








Graves, but de- 


| shot, fairly and honorably, as in every instance.” 
| Now it seems to us that only the prevalence ef 
a difficulty recently arose between two of his colleagues, | erg = —_ er 4 —— ae Duel 
Messrs. Jarvis and Smith, which elicited a challenge from a oe wae, & left Mr. Graves in 
the former, promptly and nobly declined by the latter. This | point of satisfaction just where he began. He 
refusal, it is said, was loudly and vehemently stigmatized | 48 still subject to the original imputation of bear- 
as cowardly by Mr. Cilley. This circumstance does not | ng a disgraceful message. But those mere skilled 
come to us well authenticated, but it is spoken of as noto- | in the code of gentlemanly slaughter assert that in 
rious at Washington. ; ja duel of etiquette a single fire is sufficient to 
But enough of detail and circumstance. The | heal the most lacerated honor; and that, while it 
reader who has not seen the official statement will | is the part of the challenged party then to make 
find its substance in the foregoing. He can lay | the most ample apology or reparation, and of the 
the blame where he chooses. We blame only | challenger to be satisfied with jt if it be not so 
the accursed spirit of False Honor which required | ample, it is moreover the duty of the second of the 
this bloody sacrifice—the horrid custom of Duel-| challenged to withdraw his principal from the 
ling which exacts and palliates this atrocity. It| ground, even though the other party do not con- 
appears evident that Mr. Cilley’s course must have | sider his satisfaction complete. We know little 
been based on the determination that Col. Webb | about the etiquette of the matter—we abhor the 
was not entitled to be regarded as a gentleman; / whole business too thoroughly—but we know well 
and if so, there was hardly an escape from 2! chat a valuable life has been sacrificed and a horris 
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